
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



Fphv\ '22\e>.eo 




THE 3LIFE 



JOSEPH PMESTTLEY, LL. D. F. R. S. 

\ 

WITH CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

HIS WORKS- 
BY JOHN CORRY, Member of the Philological Society 

3|ti SPancl^neitRr* 



••Philosophjr baptix'd 
In the pure foantain of eternal love 
Mai eyes indeed : and viewing what tbm leca 
Af meant lo indicate a COO to Man, 
Gives him hi« pmiie. yet forfeiu not her own 



COWPUL. 



BIRMINGHAM : 

PRINTED BY WILKS, GRAFTON, k CO. 
1804. 



?K.^a.a»l.%o 



■ \' 



^} 



^ 



FKEFACE. 



A.N account of the progress of a virtuous man 
through a variety of trying vicissitudes, must ever be 
a gratification to the reader of sensibility. Such a 
man was the subjet of this biographical sketch, and' 
the most remarkable events of his history, are here 
detsuled with truth, and impartiality. 

J 
This little work is enriched with anecdotes, com- 
municated to the author, by persons who were long 
eye-witnesses to the dignified conduct of Dr. Priest- 
ley, as a public character, and to his domestic habits 
as a private individual. It may be observed that his 
Biographer ought to be a man highly endowed with' 
eloquence, to give an animated picture of his super- 
lative merit; but his fame is fully established by his 
own inestimable productions, and the more simple * 
a2. . 



and perspicuous the narrative of his life, the better. 
The name of this philosopher will undoubtedly be 
enrolled by the historian with those of the illustrious 
few of whom Englishmen are justly proud* — it 
will often be repeated in the same breath with the 
names of Bacon, Newton, and Boyle. 

Dr. Priestley endured the ordeal of persecution 
with a philosophic serenity which must have been 
admirable even to his enemies. Posterity will do jus- 
tice to the memory of this great man, and the author 
of this sketch has felt the purest intellectual pleasure 
in the production of even an imperfect memorial of 
departed genius. 



C|)e 3fnliej:* 



A.DDISON, his valediction, 41 

Appendix, containing extracts from Dr. Priest- 
ley's wqrks, illustrative of his character, 95. 

Birmingham, cause of the riots at, 23 — commemo- 
ration of the French Revolution celebrated in this town, 
25— outrages of the rioters, 26— several of them tried at 
Warwick, 30. 

Beddoes, Dr. his experiments with orygcn gas, ri- 
diculed, 62. 

Education, its importance demonstrated, 81. 

Fashionable world, excessive dissipation and de- 
pravity of, 87. 

Franklin, Dr. the principal philosopher of Ame- 
rica, 36— tlK intimate friend of Dr. JPriestley, 55. 
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PRIESTLEY, JOSEPH, born at Ficld-head, near 
Leeds, 10— his favourite studies, 11 — sent to Daventry 
to complete his education, 12 — chosen pastor to a con- 
gregation of Dissenters — deserted by his flock— circu- 
lates proposals for opening a school, but without suc- 
cess, 13 — removes to Nantwich, where he officiates as 
pastor, and opens an academy — appointed Professor in 
the languages and belles lettres in Warrington academy, 
14^-'publitbes his rudiments of English grammar— ^charts 
of biography and universal history — marries — publishes 
his history of electricity, 15 — appointed pastor to a con- 
gregation in Leeds-^publishes his history of vision, light 
and colours — becomes a Socinian, 16— presented with 
a gold medal by the Royal Society, and elected F.R.S.— 
appointed librarian to the Earl of Shelburne — indepen- 
dence of his principles, 18 — ^settles near Birmingham — 
controversy with Dr. Horsley, 19 — aversion of the High 
Church party to the Doctor, 22 — riots in Birmingham, 
26 — fortitude of the Doctor when the mob were destroy- 
ing his house, 27 — escapes to Worcester, 28 — arrives in 
the capital — appointed successor to Doctor. Price, 52— 
embarks for America, 33 — his reception in that country 
—his wife dies, 36 — gradual decline of the Doctor, 38-^ 
serenity at the hour of death, 41 — testimony of respect 
to his memory, 43-^escription of his person and man- 
ners, 43 to»49 — his precepts to young clergymen, 51 — 
critical observations on his writings* 54 — his metaphy^i^ 
cal opinions controverted, 69 — his excellent precept* 
concerning education, Sh — his advice to young m^n, 83 
—excellence of his moral character, 87. 

Priestley, Mrs. an account of her death, 36 — hen 
character, 47. 

Fiingle, Sir John, 57. 
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Spirited Vindication of the moral conduct of Dr. | 

Priestley, by a minister of tlie Qospel, 88. \ 

Savile, Sir George, a steady- patriot, 67. 

Stanhope, Earl of, 57. 

Thompson, Mr. a letter from, respecting Doctor 
Priestley's pursuits in America, 34. 

Women, their influence over the morals and befaa« 
viourof men, 85 — a friendly hint to that beautiful part 
«f the human species, 86. 

Young men. Dr. Priestley's advice to, 83. 



ERRATUM. 

Page 27, line 15 : — For " on seeing the fames qf fut 
dvoelling ascend, he exclaimed, Sfc,^* read, on hearing the 
shouts qfthe mob, he exclaimed, S^c, 

N. B. Dr. Priestley's house was demolished by the 
rioters with different instruments, and not consumed by 
fire. He observes in his " Appeal," " They could not 
get any fire, though one of them was beard to offer trvo 
guineas for a lighted candle; my son, whom we left behind 
as, having taken the precaution to put out all the fires in 
the house ; and others of my friends got all the neighbours 
to do the same. I afterwards heard that much pains 
was taken, but without efi'ect, to get fire from my large 
electrical machine, which stood in the library." 



THE JLIFE 



OF 



JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, 

LLiD. ^c. 



JLEARNING and talents^ have ever com- 
manded the respect and the admiration of man- 
kind. In the dawn of science, indeed, the 
inventors of the useful arts were deified by 
those to whom they became benefactors by 
their discoveries ; and the skilful in agriculture, 
were considered as super-human. 

Even in the more enlightened ages of Greece 
and Rome, their poets and philosophers were 
venerated by the people as persons under the in- 
fluence of divine inspiration ; and although the 
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Athenians in an evil hour sacrificed the immor- 
tal Socrates to their unjustifiable prejudices, 
they afterwards evinced the conviction of error 
by the erection of a statue ' in honour of his 
memory. 

If polite heathens, thus persecuted and thus 
honoured an illustrious character; shall more 
polite and polished christians refuse to do jus- 
tice to the memory of the greatest philosopher 
of the age? Shall Englishmen so long celebrated 
for their liberality to men of science, of what- 
ever clime, refuse the wreath of inamortality 
to their own countryman, who was an ornament 
to their literature, and an honour to their nation. 
Shall the inventor of the most trifling utensil 
be t)rotected by a patent and rewarded by 
the public for his useful invention, while Priesl* 
ley, the man who analysed the most subtle of 
the elements, is suffered to slumber in the tomb 
without.one honorary memorial, e;icept hisowR 
imperishabTe warks? Ferbid it national justice, 
patriotism, and actence ! % 

Yorkshire claims the honour of being the 
birth place of Joaepk Prieidey, the subject of 
the followiikg mernoin* He was bom on the 
S4di of March, 1733, U Field-hewl, near Kr- 
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stalls eight miles from Leeds. His &ther VfW 
a respectable and opulent manufacturer . of 
broad cloth, but Joseph was destined for higher 
pursuits. In the seventh year of his age he was 
taken into the protection of Mrs. Keighley, his 
aunt, who being childless adopted him. Under 
the eye of this lady, who was a strict Calvanist, 
our philosopher received his first religious im- 
pressions : he daily read a portion of the scrip- , 
tures to her, and his mind was thus imbued with 
the purest moral precepts, which had a power- 
ful influence on his conduct through life. 
I 

His aunt, for whom he felt the utmost affec- 
tion, even to filial reverence, engaged to pay 
the expence of his education, and he received 
the first rudiments of learning from the Rev. 
Mr. Scott, a dissenting minister, who was mas- 
ter of the Grammar Shool at Battley, a village 
near Leeds. His proficiency in study, and his 
attainments in this seminary, even at the age of 
eleven, excited the admiration of his friends. 
When not engaged in the study of languages, 
the books which, he most delighted to peruse 
were on religion, particularly the allegprics pf 
the ingenious Bunyan; and this early in- 
clination to reiud the wprks of pious men, in- 
duced his friends to look forward with high 
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expectations that he would become a distin« 
guished Calvanistic teacher. 

To qualify him for the important task of 
instructing others in the most important of all 
knowledge^ young Priestley was sent hy his 
pious aunt to the academy atDaventry to study 
divinity, under the care of Dr. Ash worth. At 
the time he entered the academy he was very 
sincere in his belief of the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, but in his twentieth year, when engaged 
in a course of theological studies, he became ai^ 
Arian. 

In the year 1753 Mr. Priestley was chosen 
pastor to a congregation at Needham in Suffolk; 
but his Arian sentiments were so offensive to 
his flock that they gradually deserted him. An 
impediment in his speech, also, contributed to 
lender him unpopular as a preacher, and al- 
though he afterwards in some measure corrected 
this defect, his voice continued low and faulter- 
ing. 

Deserted by his flock, Mr. Priestley circu- 
lated proposals for opening a school, and his 
** Miscellaneous Thoughts on Education", prove 
how well he was qualified for the task of a pre- 
ceptor. Sut notwithstanding his multifarious 
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attainments and the solicitations of those friends 
who knew his worth, he could not obtain a sin- 
gle pupil ! such was the effect of prejudice, and 
such the dread that he would inculcate impious 
sentiments, that the common reply was, " What ! 
send my son to an Arian ! ** 

Mr. Priestley afterwards removed to Nant- 
wich, in Cheshire, where he officiated as minis- 
ter to a small congregation of dissenters, at a 
salary of 30/. per annum. This necessitated him 
to open an academy, wKere he gave proofs of 
his excellent qualifications for the instruction of 
youth, and his pupils made an admirable profi- 
ciency under his . tuition. While engaged in 
this two- fold charge, of preceptor to youth, and 
pastor to those of riper years, Mr. Priestley acci- 
dentally became acquainted with a clergyman of 
the established church ; of whom bespeaks with 
cordial friendship : '* At Nantwich" says he, 
"*' the Vicar of Acton, at the distance, of one mile, 
tad a room in his house which he called mine, 
and which I always made use of whenever it 
was convenient to me to spend an evening and 
sleep from home, which I never did, except 
with him. He said that he had never known a 
dissenter before me, but a common love of sci- 
ence brought us acquainted, and I have now in 
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my possession a telescope made with his own 
hands^ which he gave me as a token of his friend- 



In this obscure situation Mr. Priestley con- 
tinued for some years, which he employed in 
the acquirement of useful knowledge; when, 
in the year 176 1^ he received an invitation ' to 
fill the chair of professor in the languages and 
belles lettres in Warrington Academy. This 
arduous oiRce he performed with the utmost 
dignity and propriety, aud his understanding 
w as enlarged by new philosophic attainments. 
•His first literary production waii a Treatise oh 
the Rudiments of English Grammar, which was 
published in a duodecimo volume in 1761, and 
afterwards republished with improvements in 
one volume octavo. 

In 1765, while he continued at Warrington 
Academy, he published Charts of Universal 
History and Biography. 

Soon after his settlement at Warrington, Mr. 
Priestley was united to Miss Wilkinson, daugh- 



* Vide preface to ** Letters to the Kev« Edward 
Burn, 1790.»» 
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ter to Mr. Wilkinson, of Bristol. At the time 
of their marria^, in 1762, he was 2^ years 
of age, and his consort nineteen. 

In consequence of the death of some of the 
principal supporters of Warrington Academy, 
it fell into decay ; but its fame will endure while 
Mrs. Barbauld's elegant poem is admired by the 
lovers of the muse. 

Before the dissohttioR of this literary estab* 
lishment, onr author in 1767 publbhed an His« 
tory of Electricity in a quarto yolume, and was 
presented with the academic honours of LL. D. 
for his ingenious productions. He soon after- 
wards received an inritation from an opulent 
congregation of dissenters at Mill Hill in Leeds, 
to preside as their pastor. His acceptance of 
this offer brought him once more into the vicinity 
of his natal spot; and he continued at Leeds five 
years, during which period he made a number 
of philosophical experiments, afterwards pub- 
lished in his " History of Discoveries concern- 
ing Vision, Light, and Colours. *'* The Doctor's 
experiments with fireworks are yet remembered 



* Pubitshed m 1772, in 3 volumes quarto. 
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by several of the inhabitants of Leeds ; and th^ 
people of that town, in general, treated him 
with great respect, and looked upon him as a 
very extraordinary man. 

By a natural association of ideas they consi- 
dered their own reputation united with that of 
their townsman, and were not a little proud of the 
Doctor's increasing celebrity. The society of Mr. 
Michel, a clergyman of the established church, 
contributed mucH to the philosophic discoveries 
of the Doctor, who speaks of him with the great- 
est respect, in the work above-mentioned. Ac- 
cording to his own account Dr. Priestley became 
a Socinian in the thirty-sixth year of his age, 
Or some time in the course of 1769. 



The year 1772 was a memorable period to 
OUT philosopher ; his Observations on different 
kinds of Air, were published in the Phil. Trans. 
For this valuable paper the Doctor received the 
gold medal of the Royal Society, and was elect- 
ed a member of that illustrious body. 

In 1773 Dr. Priestley was appointed chap- 
lain and librarian to the Marquis of Lansdown. 
Accordingly he left Leeds, and went to reside 



with his lordship at Cahie. This engagement 
lasted seven years, during which he was chiefly 
employed in the , education of his lordship's 
eldest son. Lord Wycomb, whom he accompa- 
nied to Paris. In consequence of a coolness 
taking place between the Doctor and his noble 
patron, he retired with an annuity of <£l50. 

During his residence at Calne he be- 
came acquainted with Dr. Frampton, of whom 
he «peaks in the following animated strain of . 
panegyric, " When I was with the Marquis of 
Lansdown, Dr. Frampton, in that neighbour- 
hood, whose principles in Church and State 
Were the AffA€«^«astheyare called, of any man's 
that I ever met with, and who retained a strong 
predilection fpr the family of the Stewarts, and 
who retained it till his death, for some time 
kept aloof from me ; but a common love of lite- 
rature at length brought us intimately acquaint- 
ed ; and at last when his troubles came upon 
him, I was, perhaps, the only person who had 
his entire confidence, and whom he considered 
as his most sincere friend. With some failings, 
he was a most extraordinary man. ^ In conversa- 
tion, and preaching extempore, his talents were, 
indeed, wonderful. The last time I heard him 
was at the consecration of a church, by the late 
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Bishop of London, who had a great friendshrp 
for him. After the seFvice he introduced me to 
his lordship, and we dined and spent the day 
yery agreeebly together^ 

*^ In London, where at this time I spent my 
winters, I was happy in the friendship and soci- 
ety of the most distinguished clergymen that 
this country can boast."* 

During Dr. Priestley's residence with his 
patron, he maintained the most dignified inde- 
pendance of principle, and pursued his philo- 
sophical experiments in preference to political 
disquisitions : nay, it was stipulated by the Doc^ . 
tor, that during this connection he should not 
be required to write on politics ; and he assures 
«s, oh his own unimpeachable veracity, that he 
never wrote a single pamphlet, nor even a para- 
graph in a newspaper, while he continued with 
the Marquis. 

Assisted by the liberality of his friends. Dr. 
Priestley, in 1780, became a resident in the 
vicinity of Birmingham. His motive for settling 
near this town, was the facility with which he 



* Preface to Letters to the Rev. E. Burn, 
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^ould perforin his philosophical experiments in 
chemistry. On the resignation of the Rev. Mr. 
Hawkes the Doctor was invited to succeed him 
in the pastorship of the New Meeting. In this 
important office he conducted himself with pro- 
priety and dignity^ appropriating the Sabbath 
Day to devotion, and the rest of the we^k 
to philosophical researches^ and controversial 
divinity. 

In consequence of the boldness of his senti* 
ments, the freedom with which he avowed, and 
the eloquence with which he promulged Unita^ 
xianism, he was encountered by a host of oppo- 
nents. The most remarkable and most eloquent 
of these was Dr. Horseley, then Archdeacon of 
St. Alban's,whose Animadversions on Priestley's 
" History of the Corruptions of Christianity ;** 
were at once nervous, animated, and evangelical, 
but in some passages too sarcastic. The zeal of 
the Archdeacon, who considered the religion of 
his ancestors aspersed, may be considered by 
*he lovers of Orthodoxy as not oaly pardonabU 
but laudable; nay, it appears that the Monthly 
Reviewers, whose candour and learning have 
seldom been questioned, freely ^ave their 
decision in favour of Dr. Horsefey's Aninxad- 
versions. 
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To enter into a detail of this important cor* 
troversy would be no easy task; we shall there- 
fore proceed with the more pleasing object of 
biographical narrative. 

While Dr. Priestley was engaged in the ar^ 
duous pursuits of a preacher, a controversialist, 
and an experimental philosopher, the Marquis 
ofLansdown again invited him to reside at his 
country seat, but this kind offer was declined 
by our philosopher, wjio continued the prose- 
cution of his favourite studies at Fair-Hill, in 
the vicinity of Birmingham. 

His polemical writings had rendered hiiri 
very odious to the friends of the established 
Church; insomuch that some of the lower 
class wrote up with chalk on several of the 
dead walls in the town, D— n Priestley. 

Among others who had entered into the 
controversy, the Rev. Edward Burn, of St. Ma- 
ry's Chapel, Birmingham, in 1790, published 
his letters to Dr. Priestley, ''On the Infallibility 
of the Apostolic Testimony concerning the 
Person of Christ." To these letters the Doc- 
tor wrote an answer, in which he plainly avows 
himself a decided Unitarian, and at the samf 
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time Tindicates himself from every imputation 
of nialevolence against the established Church. 

'' If liberality of sentiment'' says he in his 
preface, " be the result of general and yarious 
acquaintance, few men now living have had a 
1)etter opportunity of acquiring it than myself. 
This has arisen from the .great variety of my 
pursuits, which has naturally brought me ac- 
quainted witli persons of all principles and cha- 
ractei^. One day I remember I dined in com- 
pany with an eminent popish priest; the even- 
ing I spent with philosophers, determined un- 
believers ; the next morning I breakfasted at 
his own request, with a most zealously orthodox 
clergyman, Mr. Toplady, and the rest of that 
day I spent with Dr. Jebb, Mr. Lindsey, and 
some others, men in all respects after my own 
heart. I have since enriched my acquaintance 
with that of some very intelligent Jews ; and 
my opponents, who consider me already as half 
a Mahometan, will not suppose that I can hav6 
any objection to the society of persons of that 
religion." 

The 14th of July 1791, will long be remem- 
bered by the Inhabitants of Biimingham with 
horror. It would be improper, even at this 
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cemote period, to dwell upon the cause or the 
effects of the riots, but a short account caanot 
be considered uninteresting. 

Dr. Priestley frmn the commencement of 
his residence at Birmingham, had undoubtedly 
turned his attention too much from the luminous 
field of philosophic disquisition, to the sterile 
regions of polemic divinity, and the still more 
thorny paths of polemic politics. His tracts on 
these subjects amounted to upwards of thirty, 
and from his celebrity they had a very general 
circulation. As a philosopher he clearly saw de- 
fects in the most perfect of human institutions, 
and expressed himself with a boldness and 
freedom which alarmed the neighbouring cler- 
gy of the established church, and excited their 
resentment. The labouring classes in Birming- 
ham certainly looked upon him as a disaffected 
and dangerous man. Incapable of deep reflec- 
tion themselves, they abhorred his Unitarian 
principles as subversive of Christianity, and the 
idea that the Church was in danger was propa- 
gated among them by men of deeper discern- 
ment, who wished to render Dr. Preistley odious 
and unpopular. A very considerable number* 
however, of the more enlightened inhabitants, 
who were convinced of the Doctor's integrity 
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as a man> sincerity as a preacher, and superla- 
tive merit as a philosopher, were his strenuous 
advocates and admirers. 

The collision of parties became every day 
more violenS and the events which were daily 
transacting in France kept alive the jealousy 
arising from uncongenial opinions. 

At the commencement of the French Revo- 
lution it was considered as the most felicitous 
event which had occurred in the history of 
man, and the people of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, ever attached to liberty, rejoiced in the 
emancipation of such a number of the human 
species. 

The anniversary of the French Revolution 
was celebrated in several cities and towns of 
Ktigland, on the 14th of July, 1791, without 
the smallest interruption ; but in Birmingham 
the commemoration of that event was attended 
with the most calamitous consequences. 

A few copies of a seditious handbill which 
had been left early in the week in a public 
house, by some person unknown, and which 
had been copied and circulated throughout Bir- 
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tninghain^ c&tised a geu<^ral ferment in the minds 
of Ihe people. The magistrates offered .a re« 
ward for the discovery of the author^ printer, 
or publisher, but till this hour the dark transac- 
tion remains involved in mystery. In this state 
of things, on the morning of the 1 4th of July, 
the foHowingadvertisementwas published in the 
Birmingham Chronicle : — 

Birmingham Commemoration of the French 
devolution, 

** Several hand bills having been circulated 
iu the town which can only be intended to create 
distrust concerning the intention of the meeting, 
to disturb its harmony, and influence the minds of 
the people, the gentlemen who proposed it, think 
it necessary to declare their entire disapprobation 
of such handbills, and their ignorance of the 
authors. Sensible themselves of the advantages 
of a free government, they rejoice in the exten- 
sion of liberty to their neighbours, at the same 
time avowing in the most explicit manner, 
their attachment to the constitution of their own 
country, as vested in the- three estates of the 
king, lords, and commons. Surely no free-born 
Englishman can refrain from exulting in this 
addition to the general mass of human happi- 
ness ; it is the cause of humanity, it is the cause 
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bi the people.'* " Birmingham, July 13, 1791. 

In iSke morning of the 14th, however, ai 
there was but too mych reason to think that 
means had been used to excite the people to riot, 
the friends of the meeting determined to give 
up their intention of dining together ; but the 
master of the Hotel, in consequence of having 
the dinner countermanded, expostulated with 
the gentlemen on the impropriety of not cele- 
brating the festival as intended, and gave his 
opinion that there would be no danger of a tu- 
mult if they would break up early. 

Accordingly on Thursday afternoon eighty* 
one gentlemen met at the Hotel in ' Temple 
Row, where they found a considerable number 
of the populace assembled, who expressed their 
disapprobation by hisses. The dining room 
was decorated with a medalli^a of his Majesty, 
encircled with a glory, on each side of which 
was an alabaster obeli^ ; the one representing 
Oallic Liberty breaking the chains of Des- 
potism, and the other emblematic of British 
Liberty. The utmost harmony prevailed at the 
festive board, and James Keir, Esq. of West 
Bromwich, a member of th« Church of £ng* 
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land, was chairman. According to a letter 
published by him on the occasion, the first toast 
was ** The King and Constitution ;"' and one of % 
the last, " Peace and good will to mankind." 

But while the friends of rational freedom 
were thus celebrating one of the most important 
events recorded in the history of man ; the mob 
increased in ntmabers and insolence, and about 
two hours subsequent to the meeting, they broke 
every window in the front of the Hotel, and im- 
mediately proceeded to the New Meeting-house, 
which they set on fire and consumed. 

The frenzy of riot being roused, the mob 
continued their depredations notwithstanding 
the personal interference of the magistrates. 
The cry of " Church 8^ King" was re-echoed thro* 
the streets, and the Meeting-houses of the dis- 
senters were doonied to destruction. The Old 
Meeting-house was pulled down by an enfuri- 
ate'd rabble; and not content with having burnt 
the New Meeting, where Dr. Priestley had 
preached, they marched in a large body to 
destroy his house at Fair Hill, about a mile dis- 
:tant from Birmingham. 
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Kere, in perfect security, the doctor wash 
erigaged in the pleasing ainusen>ents of social, 
relaxation with his wife and family, without the 
smallest suspicion of approaching ruin. His 
friends, solicitous for his preservation, hastened 
to apprise him> of his danger. He was aston^ 
ished — the thing appeared to him incredible — 
but their entreaties pravailed upon him. by ai 
timely retreat to save himself and family from, 
the fury of enthusiasm. 

Accompanied by his friends and relatives,Dr. 
Friestley retired to Mr. Hawkes'S in the neigh- 
bourhood, and when the rioters arrived at his 
house he was walking about in the shrubbery; 
^ Qft fteetng^l^ flaitres " uf lili? "dwetting ag€€»d> he 
exclaimed with true philosophic equanimity, and 
an unaltered countenance, "They cannot injure 
me, for I never injured mortal man; I should not 
have the least fear to walk among them, to speak 
to them, and advise them to desist from vio- 
lence." A nobler instance of magnanimity is 
not perhaps on record ; for when we reflect 
that at this, moment the philosopher saw not 
only his pleasing residence, but his select libra- 
ry,, his inestimable manuscripts, the result of 
niuiifrous experiments^ and his philosophical 
x)2 
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apparatus consumed, can we sufficiently admire 
that fortitude which could bear such a misfortune 
so nobly ! 

One of the dehided men who set fire to the 
Doctor^s house was killed by the falling of a 
cornice stone ; and our philosopher, leaving his 
family to the protection of his friends, escaped in 
disguise to Worcester. Next day he set out for 
the metropolis, where he arrived m safety. 

It is a fact but too well authenticated, that 
some persons of respectability in Birmingham, 
who dreaded the influence of the Doctor's deci- 
sive opinions, used their influence to induce the 
rioters to destroy his premises ; nay, persons ia 
the habitof gentlanen, wercpdiscovered secreting 
the papers and manuscripts of the philosopher; 
which they afterwards sent to men in power, ia 
hope& that their contents would tend to crimi« 
nate their formidable opponent. 

But the depredations of the mob did not ter- 
minate with the destruction of Dr. Priestley's 
property. There was no armed force in Bir- 
mingham,, so that they continued their devasta- 
tion with impimity. On Friday about noon they 
demolished the elegant mansion of Mr. Ryland^ 
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at Easy TlitL Many of the rioters who forced! 
their way into the celiacs got drunk, and perish^ 
^d by the falling ia of the flaming roof of the 
building. Six of these infatuated men who^ 
were got outalive, but terribly bruised, were sent 
to the hospital. Ten dead bodies were after-^ 
wards dug out of the ruins. Among other things. 
destroyed in Mr.Ryland^themost remarkable 
was the body of the late Mn Basketville, who- 
by his will ordered that he should be buried in. 
his owa hou3e. AstoncL closet was ecected,. 
where he was deposited in. a standing posture. 

On Fsiday aftemo<m> the I5th of July, the 
magistrates swore in several hundred additional 
eonstables^who attacked the mob at Mr. Ryland's- 
house, but after a severe contest, in which seve- 
ral men were wounded, the rioters were victo*. 
rious. Bofidesley Hall, the couatty residence, 
of John Taylor,. Esq. and Moseley Hall the 
property of the same gentleman, were both de- 
stroyed by the mob. Mr. Hutton's. house in 
High-street,, with his stock of paper, library,, 
and furniture, were destroyed or, carried away; , 
the houses of several other individuals were 
pillaged or burnt, and the whole of Saturday the 
shops in Birmingham were mostly shut, and bu^ 
sines was at a stand y while such was the auda- 
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city of the rioters, that smaH parties of three- 
or five actually levied contributions of meat; 
drink and nMHiey. 

On Sunday the rioters proceeded to Kings- 
wood, seven miles distant from the town, and* 
destroyed the meeting-house, and the dwelling 
of the Dissenting minister, togeUier with tke- 
premises of Mr. Gox. 

The arrival ofthree troops of the 1*5 th Lighft 
Dragoons on Sunday night, soon after ten, was 
announced by the sound of their trumpets, 
and the acclamations of the inhabitants. Anx- 
ii&ty which had been strongly depicted in 
every fiace during the day, was succeeded by 
the smiles of joy, and the congratulations of 
neighbours. The town was illuminated ; the 
rioters, conscious of their delinquency, soon dis- 
persed, and order was happily restored with- 
out bloodshed. The loss of the different indi* 
viduals by this riot was estimated at <£60,f)00. 
and an act of parliament was obtained in 1793i 
to reimburse them; 

I« the month of August, at the assizes 9l 
Warwick, several of the rioters stood their trial; 
and Mr. Coke/ counsel for the prosecution, in 



feis address to the jury, justlytybserved — " th«* 
there never was an occasion where government 
had acted more honourably ; for they had un- 
dertaken, to tl^e relief of the individual suf- 
ferers, the expence of those prosecutions. If 
a man was to be persecuted, because he held 
this or that religion, or this or that political opi- 
nion, he ought to leave this country: it did 
not deserve "the name of his country. Dr, 
Priestley both in his private and public cha- 
racter was an honour to society, and held forth 
as bright ah example of every virtue as any 
man in the country. But 4f a man's property 
was to be destroyed, and his life put in imi- 
Rent danger, because he held certain political 
opinions, oir because he preached certain doc- 
trines, he ought to sell bis country and leave '^ 
directly. The Dissenters were as respectable 
and quiet subjects as any in the country, and 
unless the jury convicted, smd convicted with 
great attention, these who had been clearly 
guilty, persecution would make the Dissenters 
increase. It was manifest that they had been 
lateiy persecuted in the most infamous manner^ 

''Gentlemen" he continued, "I have told 
you, and you know the fact to be so, that Dr, 
Priestley's house was pulled down, merely be- 
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<ckt«e Itetvas a Dissenter. You know that this 
)s no reason at all. Dr« Priestley's life is ir*- 
reproachable ; and I believe that he woulfi not 
iiave escaped with his life» if he had remained 
iialf an hour longer.** 

Of three men, who were tried for begin- 
ning to demolish the house of Joseph Priestley, 
LL. D. two were found gttiity, one of whom 
Was afterwards pardoned, and the other exe- 
cuted. Thus two unfortunate men perished in 
consequence of the destruction of the Doctor's 
Kouse> one being accidentally killed on the 
spot, and the other put to death. Unhappy 
deluded mortals, th«y were the victims of their 
own enthusiasm, while their iiistigalorB conti** 
Bued secure behind the curtain. 

Soon after Dr. Priestley found an assylum 
in London, he was appointed successor to his 
friend Dr. Price, as pastor in the Dissenting 
Meeting at Hackney ; but even here the de- 
mon of persecution pursued him ; his political 
opinions had given, great offence to men in 
power, who doubtless dreaded the farther ani- 
madversions of his keen sarcastic genius. He 
therefore received a polite intimation, that his 
removal to another country was requisite, and 
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consequently bade a final adieu to his native 
land,' and embarked for America in 1794-. 

We cannot contemplate the departure of 
this philosopher to the western hemisphere 
nvithout emotion. The future historian will re- 
cord the fact with indignation, and posterity 
will hardly believe it. But Priestley, 
whose discoveries diffuse a brilliancy over his* 
age and nation, only shared the fate of the 
great and good of the most celebrated nations — 
Aristides, Socrates, and Cicero were also pro^ 
scribed or banished. 

It is to be regretted that we are in posses- 
sion of so few documents respecting the pur- 
suits of this philosopher, in the country where 
he found a pleasing retreat. His reception on 
the shore of Columbia, was certainly not equal 
to the expectations of his friends in this coun- 
try. Yet he was treated with respect, and of- 
fered the place of chemical professor at Phila- 
delphia, but he declined that honour.. 

He settled at Northumberland Town, on 
the banks of the Susquehannah, about 120 miles 
from Philadelphia, and purchased an estate of 
considerable extent^ it is said not less tium 
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aoOfiOOt acnsB. In a letter from Mr. Tfaon^ 
«on to his friend Mr, Deny of Birmingliamy 
the rural pursuits of the Doctor are thus de- 
iscrihed : — 

'' Dr. Priestley** reply to IWi Paiire, will 
reach you befove it can be printed in Eng^ 
htkd, and thenefor^ will be a treat to his 
friends. The good imm is happy in hn retire- 
ment in this land of. freedom^ nor can ^ht 
tamest entreaties of his friends^ nor tlve moA 
lipii^ndid u&er foam the university of diis State, 
draw him again into the b«sy world. He ii 
busied in the most rural scenes^ and now su- 
i»emtending the building of hia house on the 
banks of Ae Soflquehannah. 

**l have been thus particular re9p«««ting 
i)f . Priestley^ because I teow the esteem in 
which you hoM him. Calumiii^s^ I doubt not 
eondnue to be raised against him in Birming* 
bam ; thciy followed him here, in a most scan- 
dalous pamphlet published upon his arrival ; 
and said to be written by an Englishman pur- 
posely sent by <»♦»*♦♦**♦, who destroyed his 
hive of literary treasure in Birmingham. The 
motive for the publication was seen through, ' 
9od treaited with the contempt it deserved, by 



the peopik of tiiW country. We are^ in tniilt^ 

n/9 respuecters of pecsoiuk Come froni 

whato^er caantry^ virtue ia cheriahsd in Ame- 
rica. 

'* I am, &c. 

Philttdflphm^ Ikc*l •* JOHM T&OMPfidW.'' 

17M, 1794, J 

Notwithstanding this bright picture of 
Americau liberality^ the feet is, I>r.. Priestley's 
reception among these hemer^t qf^ woadf was by 
no means flattering. Had he been a mechanic 
th« peopJe of Columbia, would have received 
him with open arm& 

Indeed it was not to be e:{cpected, that a 
philosopher, whose scientific attainments were 
superior to the combined acquirements of the 
learned professors of an American college, 
should bjB received with much sympathy or 
respect by a people who^ ideas are contracted 
by agriculture and commerce. America it is 
true ha3 produced a Franklin, but undoubt« 
edly that philosopher acquired nmch of his 
kuQwledge in Europe ; and if we may judge of 
the iotelleots. of his. countrymen by their lite- 
rary productiona, they are the most phlegmatic 
people upoa earth. In the little arts of cun- 

£2 
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ning and commercial address^ however, they 
are more than a match for even Ettropean Jews. 
Witness " the Metallic Tractors/* or base metal 
exchanged for gold. 

In America, the serenity of our philosopher 
was disturbed by domestic misfortunes. Mrs. 
Priestley died of a fever, after a short illness, at 
Northumberland Town, September 17th, 1796, 
in the 53d year of her age ; and this stroke was 
followed by the death of a son. 

His eldest son, however, who married Miss 
Ryland, of Birmingham, and had, with his fa- 
mily, accompanied the Doctor lo the Western 
Continent, still remained to console his venera- 
ted father. 

We now come to the contemplation of an 
event, which will long be regretted by the lo- 
vers of science — the death of one of the most 
extraordinary men of the age. It could not be 
supposed that a climate so different from that 
of his native country, could be salutary to a 
man who arrived in America in the 61st yea< 
of his age. A severe illness at Philadelphia in 
1801, rendered his constitution still more liable 
to sink under the influence of the climate j and 
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we are informed^ that he never was perfectly 
restored to his accustomed good health. His 
complaint was indigestion, which produced a 
general relaxation of the system. But not* 
withstanding this debility of body, his mind con- 
tinued vigorous ;* and he continuedhis literary 
pursuits with constant assiduity. His time was en- 
gaged in printing his " Church History/* & the 
first volume of his annotations on the Scriptures. 
He also reprinted an Essay on Phlogiston ; 
wrote his pamphlet of " Socrates and Jesus 
compared," and made several philosophical 
experiments. Thus the two last years of his ex 
istence may be said to have been two of the bu- 
siest ; and like Newton, Johnson, and several 
other great men, his intellectual faculties re- 
mained unimpaired to the last moment of his 
life. 

In the beginning of November 1803, his 
complaint became more alarming, but by ju- 
dicious medical treatmen, and a strict attention 
to regimen, he seemed," if tiot gaining strength^ 
at least not getting worse. He continued in 
this uncertain state till the middle of January 
1804*; and his friends hoped that his health 
would improve with the return of spring. The 

* A strong proof against materialism. 



3>bcW hirftsclf considered his life as tetf-pte* 
^ajriousi but his delight in intellectual pleasure 
coatinued 5 for *' besides his miscellaneoas read* 
ing, he read through the works quoted in hi* 
' Comparison of the dijOferent systems of the 
Grecian Philosophers with Christianity/ com* 
posed the work> and transcribed the whole o£ 
it in three months ; so that he has left it ready 
for the press. During this period, he wrot« 
in one day> his second ' Reply to Docto? 
Linn.' 

Towards the end of January^ his indiges« 
tioB became mor« alarming^ his legs swelled^ 
ami he daily became weaker ; insomuch, that 
two days previous to his death be could scarcely 
walk. On the 4th of February he was unable 
to speak for some time ; but, on recovering, hs 
told his friends, that he never felt happier than 
during the time he was deprived of the power 
of speech. He expressed his thankfulness* to 
the great Disposer of events at being permitted 
to die quietly in. his family, without pain, and 
with every comfort he could wish for. Like a 
Christian Philosopher, he expatiated with 
pious gratitude upon the happy situation in which 
it had pleased the Divine Being to place him in 
this life ; the gr«dt advant^e he had ej\}oyed in 
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l!he fnei»dskip of seme of l^e besk and wisest 
men of the age^ and the satisfaction he derived 
irom haying led a tisefol Si& well as a happy 
life. He gave directions about printing the 
remainder of his Notes on Scripture ; and hav-- 
ing looked over the first sheet of the third 
volume, he expressed his approbation of the 
manner in which itwascorrected, by the friends 
wlio was to attend to its completion. 

" On Sntulny the 5th he was much weaker^^ 
but sat up in an arm chair for a few minutes*. 
He desired that John chapter x. 1.. might be., 
read to kimj. and stopped the reader at the 
tweniy-fift^ Verse,* dwelt for some time on^ 
the advantage he had derived fVom reading the- 
scriptures daily> and recommended thispractice, . 
siayiHg t^at it would pmve asouitreof thepurest 
pleasure. " We shall all/ said he, " meet 
fifialty ; we only requil*e different degrees of 
discipline suited to o«t diflferent tempers, to 

prepare us for final happiness.*' Mr. ^ 

coming into his room,, he said,. ** yousee, Sir,, 



* " Jieetts isaid Unto her, I «m tht? refewrcctron ttfid 
the lifet he that believeth ia me, though he VVen 
dead, yet shall he live." 
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I am still living.** Mr. observed 

*' that he would always live" — " " Yes, / believe 
I shall; we shall meet again in another and a 
better world." He said this with great anima- 
tion, laying hold of Mr. 's hands in both 

his own. After evening prayers, when his 
grand-children were brought to his bedside, he 
apoke to them separately, and exhorted them to 
continue to love each other, &c. '*I am going" 
added he, ''to sleep as well as you ; for death is 
only a good long sound sleep in the grave ; and 
we shall meet again." 

" On Monday morning, the 6th of February, 
on being asked how be did, he answered in a 
faint voice, that he had no pain, but appeared 
fainting away gradually. About eight o'clock 
he desired to have three pamphlets which had 
been looked out by hisL directions the evening 
before. He then dictated as clearly and dis- 
tinctly as he had ever done in his life^ the addi- 
tions and alterations which he wished to have, 
made in each. Mr. took down the sub- 
stance ofwhathesaid, which was read to him. He 
observed, "Sir, you have put in your own lan- 
guage ; I wish it to be mine : he then repeated 
over again, nearly word for word, what he had 
before said, and when it was transcribed and 
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read over to him^ he said ' that is right, I have 
now done.' 

" About half an hour after he desired that he 
might be removed to a cot; About ten minutes 
after he was removed to it he died ; but breathed 
his last so easily, that those who were sitting 
close to him did not immediately perceive it. 
He had put his hand to his face which prevented 
them from observing it." 

The behaviour of this great man at the hour 
of death corresponded with the philosophic se- 
renity which he had evinced on the most trying 
occasions. It reminds us of the expiration of 
Addison, and is an additional proof of the triumph 
rf christian fortitude, over the king of terrors. 
''See in what peace a christian can die!"* A 
christian? yes, undoubtedly our philosopher was 
a believer in Jesus Christ, the Saviour of man- 
kind ; and whatever difference there might be 
in his speculative opinions from that doctrine 
which the majority of christians think it their 
indispensable duty to embrace, no man who if 



«The last wtMds of AddUon» 
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inflaeficed fay that chaurity whu^h " hp|)^ al) 
things^ ^' will hesitate to believe^ that a mai^ 
whose life was devoted to the pursuit of truth, 
is now in Paradisic* 

The chamber where the good man meets his fate. 

Is priTileg'd beyond the common walk 

Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heav'n, 

A death bed's a detector of the hsart ; 

Here real and apparent are the same i 

You see the man, you see his hold oa beav'x}, , 

If sound his virtue. Young. 

Mr. Cooper of Northumberland Town^^ in a, 
letter to Mr. Woodhouse, Professor of Chemis- 
try in the University of Philadelphia; says, 
" Your old friend. Dr. Priestley, died this morn* 
ing without pain at eleven o'clock. He wouW. 
have been seventy-one, had he lived till the 
24th of npxt month. He continued chearful . 
and composed to the end. He had b^eh apprised 
of bis dissolution for some days/' 

With respect to Dr. Priestley's pecuniary 
concerns, he enjoyed a decent competency ta 
the last, for having sustained a loss of <£206. it 
was immediately made up by the liberality of 
his friends, and a short time before the news of 
his death reached S^irQf^ a psixticvlar friend 
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"tru^te to him f/oim England, to draw upon him 
for <£400. per annum, which he might rely up- 
on for the remainder of his life. His son treated 
him with filial rereretice and auction, and his 
aaiAble dasghtar-ifi-law continued' her kind at- 
tentions to him to the last moment of his life. 

The most unequiT^Ocal testimonies of respect 
and sorrow were given by Dr. Priestley^s for- 
mer hearers of the New Meeting society in Bir- 
mingham. At a general meeting, held on Sun- 
day, April 15, 1804, they unanimously resolved, 
"That. the society shall appear in mourning on 
the 22d of April, and wear it for two months, 
and, that a tablet of white marble with a suit- 
able inscription expressing the sense entertained 
by this sofciety of th« late Dr. Priestley's cha- 
i^terand services^ be placed within the Meet- 
ing-house." 

Dr. Priestley was about the middle stature, 
or five feet eight inches high. He was slen- 
der and well proportioned; his complexion was ; 
fair, his eyes grey and sparkling with intel- 
ligence, and his whole countenance was ex- 
pressive of the benig lity of his heart. 
He often smiled, but seldom laughed. He was 
extremely active and agile in his motions, he 



walked^fast and very erects and his ^efottiaevA 
was dignified. 

His commcm dress was a black cOa^ witheufc 
a cape^ a fine linen or cambric stock, a cocked 
hat, a powdered wig,* shoes and buckles. The 
whole of his dress was remarkably clean, and 
this purity of person, and simple dignity of . 
manners, evinced that philosophic propriety 
which prevailed throughout his conduct as a 
private individual. 

He commonly walked with a long cane in 
his right hand, and was a most excellent pedes- 
trian. A deist who lived in Birmingham, felt 
an earnest desire to dispute with, the Doctor on. 
religion. But being unacquainted with any* 
person who could introduce him, he resolved ta 
go to the philosopher's residence at Fair Hill/, 
aud accost him as he came out to take his custo- 
mary walk. Accordingly, he went several 
times, but such was the activity of the Doctor, 
that his visitor could never overtake him, nor 
make his business known. 



* In a letter to Mr. Scbolefield, the Doctor says^ 
** Since I arrived in America, I have laid off my wi;, 
and worn my own hair, which is now quite white." 
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During his residence at Fair'Hill, Dr. PriesN 
ley rose about 6 o'clock, and commonly retired 
to his study, where he continued till eight, ^en 
he met his family at breakfast. He breakfasted 
on tea, and after breakfast again went to his 
study, acc<Mnpanied by his amanuensis. He of- 
ten devoted thewholeof the morning to original 
composition, and sometimes divided his time be- 
tween the study and the laboratory. 

His hand-writing was indifferent, for like 
other men of genius, ideas, not characters, were 
the objects of his attention. 

When engaged in making philosophical ex- 
periments he commonly wore a white apron, 
and canvass covers drawn over his sleeves. He 
dined at one o'clock, and was extremely tempe- 
rate. He seldom drank wine or spirituous li- 
quors. In the afternoon he usually took a walk 
to Birmingham, and spent some time at the 
printing-office where several of his controvei-sial 
publications wefe printed, and he afterwards 
visited some respectable friends. Being an ex- 
cellent economist of time, he returned home at 
an early hour, and generally sat down to sup- 
per at eight o'clock. This repast commonly con* 
sisted of vegetables. 
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. After supper tfie Doctor called all his 
family together to praj«r^» SinCi retired to rest 
about ten o'clock. 

By this prudent distribution of time di^d a 
strict habit of temperance, he wasnotoaly blest 
with health, but with that serenity which ac- 
companies regular and virtuous conduct. His 
visitors at Fair-Hill were few, and those mostly 
of a philosophic turn, with whom the Doctor 
often shared 

" The free full conrerse of the friendly heart. 
Improving and improved." 

Such was the manner in which diis cele^ 
brated philosopher usually passed his familiar 
day, but his arrangement was diversified as 
the occasion required, and he sometimes devoted 
the morning to active pursuits, instead of intense 
studious application. 

As for the management of domestic con« 
cerns, he was too manly to interfere; and Mrs. 
Priestley was completely competeU' to the 
task, beiog a most excellent h ousewife. She 
was so thrifty and expert with her needle^ 
that she not only made her own clothes, biit 
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those of her daughter, and her sons while boys* 
In her disposition^ indeed, Mrs. Priestley was 
irascible, and often changed her servants ; she 
was yery strict and authoritive towards them, 
often saying she was resolved to have one of her 
own teaching; and when any of them made 
enquiri^ respecting something which was obvi- 
ous, she would reply, tartly, '* Work with your 
head as well as your hands/' 

Though an excellent economist and mistress 
in her own house, in every sense of the word, 
this estimable woman was of a kind disposition, 
and generous to her servants. Her house was 
one of the moat clean and neat in England. 
Every apartment and all the furniture evinced 
the cleanliness and good management of the 
owner, and she made the bed and window cur- 
tains herself. These facts may appear trivial 
to some readers, but they characterize the in- 
dividual, and prove the propriety of the J)oc« 
tor's observation, when in a letter to a friend in 
England, soon after her death, he says, '^In 
losing m/ wife I have lost my all, for she took 
every domestic trouble off my liands. 

No man ever behaved w th more moderation 
or benignity to his depead£k(U9 thanDr. Priestley. . 
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Indeed, so completely was his philosophic miii4 
absorbed in reflection^ that he seldom spoke tQ 
his servants, and was so reserved in his general 
deportment, that he appeared like a stranger in 
his own house. In moments of relaxation, how- 
ever, he was exceedingly cheerful and social 
among his friends. A pleasing and habitual 
smile of benevolence diffused its light ov«r his 
countenance, particularly in his intercourse 
with his servants, to whom he sometimes pre* 
sented books, but he seldom gave them any 
money, leaving all those pecuniary matters t% 
his wife. 

So attentive was this virtuous man to the 
happiness of those around him, that he left his 
servants entirely at leisure on the Sabbath day^ 
to attend to their duty to their Creatob, in what* 
ever place of public worship they thought pro- 
per. Nor did he ever use any influence to 
bring them over to his own opinions. 

This account of his amiable deportment at 
home mightseem a paradox to those persons who 
have read his strong and caustic controversial 
writings; but the defender of the opinions of a 
sect, with his pen in his hand, is a very difierent 
character when uninfluenced by the spirit of 
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happiness. Indeed^ the Doctor was convificed 
of his too great promptitude to break a lance 
with every KnighC who presumed to question 
the perfection of a system which appeare<i ta 
him "The fairest of tea thousand/' 

•'Being aware of my natural infirmity," 
says he, *^ which is too great a promptness to 
write, I never read at all ; because if I have any 
c<mtroversy (except it be of a perfectly arnica* 
ble nature), I prefer having it with persons at 
a distance, and with wham I have no particular 
connection.** 

His only daughter, who had received a gen- 
teel education, and was taught music, played 
upon the harpsichord, but it does not appear 
that the Doctor wan attached to the science of 
sounds. Miss Priestley was afiterwards married* 
to a Mr. Finch^ and died in the year 1 803. 

These authentic particulars, respecting th« 
domestic habits of our philosopher were com- 
municated to the author of this Bioghrajphieal 
Sketch, by Mrs. Dalton, of Highgate, near Bir- 
mingham, to whom he was induced to apply, in 
consequence of her having lived a year and a 
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Thi» place, once the abode of a philosopher, 
Slight with more propriety be called Fair-Vale, 
as the elevatipn above the vale is scarcely per- 
ceptible. Dr. Priestley rented this mansion and 
premiaes of Mr: Humphries, who after the 
riots rebuilt and tfold it to Dr. Withering. 
There is nothing interesting in its appearance. 
It is built of brick, two stories high, and sur- 
jounded by an inclosore^ containing a grass 
plot in. front, and a garden and g^en-house in 
the rear. The situation is rural, at the distance 
of about two hundred yards on the left of the 
haghway from Hcmingfaam to Stratford. 

I^ ia imiKBflrible, hoivrever, to walk on the 
piA. wcm tsod' by the phikflophec or the poet, 
wilhoQi:: fteHngi momtntary; enthusiasm. It is 
conaaoratedgixHuid, attddid traveller who may 
be induced to visit Fair-Hill, will easily disco- 
"wmt tbep Soelor's ihvoarite walk^ which is a 
pathway> shadbsd . by " hedgB-jnm tkns and odb/' 
lod communicating with the. main road* Here 
ww|>i in meditation^, he often inhaled the pure 
lNKmei^;Widi thepnoperdea of which^he became 
ap wMUb asqfNiMpUdr and #ftcolyuted. home. tA 
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tcaliae Mme new BiKOvery coobeived by his 
prolific and compreheaflive naod. 

Dr. Priestley was an ungraceful oNft«r; hii 
Toice was low and fkuHeriog^ aiMi lie had a 
custora of shruiignig up ius 4iwiiid«ii» 

He perfonaed the pastomi duties howerer, 
with the most consciencious attaation to ifaef 
morals of his flock. The youthful pari of his 
congregation shared his particular cm, and he 
ittculcated the principles of virtue and piety by 
his catachetical lectures. 

Few Christian t^ichers knew the important 
duties of the pastoral ofiice hotter thm Dr. 
Priestley, and his advice to miahtenifi'* A Free 
Address to Protestant Dissenters;'' is, " Let 
it appeal by the whole of your behaviour, that 
you are serious christians^ Let it be seen that 
the doctrines of Christianity have a real and 
happy effect upon your hearts and IfveBj and 
that^by virtueof 9 practical faith in its great prki* 
ciples; you are possei9ed<^ 4m wttform dkeeKfidttem 
ilfmindt and enabled to live in a firm coi^dmoe m 
divine providence, under all the evcnU qfl^,^md^ 
mrepared to die with cowpomre and good hofe* 

c2 
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^ Let no taste you may have fw any of the 
polite arts^ asmusic^ painting, or poetry^ nor a 
capacity for improyement in science, engage 
yo4i^ to make them more than an amusement to 
you^ or at the most, any more than an object of 
secondary consideration. Lei not even the study 
qf speculative theology prevent your applying youT" 
sejfchi^ (o the advancemeru qf virtue among yam- 
hearers^ 

** Endeavourio be cheerful, polite (as feras that 
term conveys the idea of a reasonable desire to 
please), and free from affectation. Tedce nopain9 
to conceal aaity natural peculiarity qf manner, that 
is irmocent in itself, and not offensive to others; for 
above all things, simplicity qf character, and the 
greatest freedom from artifice and disguise, become 
the teachers of the religion qf Jesus Christ J' 

Such were the principles, and such the prac- 
tice of this extraordinary man ; but we must re- 
gret indeed, that he turned his attention too much 
to the investigation of *^ gfeculative theology ," and 
the revival of obsolete opinions concerning the 
soul, in his " Disquisitions relating to Matter 
and Spirits/' in which he supported the material 
.system, and considered the soul as homogene- 
ous with the body. 
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As an author. Dr. Priestley is distinguished 
for the versatility of his talents, the perspicuity 
of his style, and the sagacity of his remarks. 
. Neglecting or disdaining the elegant ornaments 
of the rhetorician, he wrote in a plain, familiar, 
and clear flow of language, equally intelligible 
to the man of taste and the illiterate. It is the 
sterling language of good sense, and when he 
occasionally calls in the aid of illustration, his 
figures are obvious, at -once elucidating and 
adorning the subject. 

'^ 

It would be difficult to name another author 
in the long and illustrious list of English writers, 
who wrote with equal candour, simplicity, and 
energy. Truth was to him more precious than 
worldly emolument, or the praise of others, and 
even those who disapprove of his creed must 
venerate his virtues, 

A critical analysis of the multifarious pro- 
ductions of Dr. Priestley would require a com- 
bination of talents, of which few human beings 
are in possession. If, according to the principle 
laid down by Pope, they were to be investigated 
" With the same spirit as the author writ,*' it 
would require the united judgment of even our 
best critics, the Monthly Reviewers themselves^ 
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io give a hnid. Ml, aii4 satisikctDry oriticism 
«n iiis volumineiis publications. We shall, 
tlieffilore make cxtnory obierralions ob th« 
nature and ^feemdiincy of his works, elftieidated 
bfseveiad eatracts. 

His first publioatioB was an English Gram* 
mar upon an improved plan, for the use of his 
pu{>ik at Nantwich. This elementary wmin is 
at present but httle known. 

Soon after his removal to Warrington Aca- 
demy, in 1761, he published a Chart of Biogra- 
phy, which was favourably received by the 
public, as was also his Chart of History. 

His department in language, & as professor 
of the belles-lettres, called forth his critical 
powers ; and he published [' A Course of Lee-* 
tares on Oratory and Criticism." In this work 
he displayed much erudition, and, as an admirer 
of the metaphysical philosophy of.Hartley, he 
applied that philopher's theory of ostoda^ion to 
objects of taste, in a clear and satisfactory man* 
ner. This production, however, would never 
have established his &me, nor is it of such gene* 
ral and practical utility aa Blair's Lectures. 
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Natural Philosophy , which had ever been hk 
fiiTourite study, was the department of science 
in which this ingenious man was destined to 
thine. Electricity was the first branch of phy^ 
aics, which engaged his attention. 

Accordingly, he wrote "The History of 
Electricity/' which was published at Warring- 
Ion, in 1767, in one volume quarto. A cir- 
cumstance which facilitated his. success in this 
arduous undertaking, was his personal inter- 
course with the celebrated Dr. Franklin, and 
other philosophers. 

This scientific hi^tbry was read by men of 
taste, and passed through five editionst It is 
valuable not only for ^e facts recorded, res- 
pecting die rise and progress of the science^ 
but alio for several original experiments. 

Encouraged by the success of this publica- 
tion, the Doctor conceived the design of record- 
ing* (he rise and progress of the other sciences. 
Accordingly, his '' History and Present State of 
Discoveries^ relating to Vision, Light, and 
Colmirs/' was published in 1772, in 2 volumesj 
quartOi This work was not so» &t<wimbly re* 
^ived-ashia Histoiyaf Electrkit)^^ tiMfsobjiMS^ 
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had been handled by men of the first rate 
talents ; and consequently had not that charm 
of novelty which rendered his account of elec- 
tricity so amusing. The failure of this publi* 
cation^ induced our philosopher to relinquish- 
his plan^ and to turn his attention to a subject 
little known^ though of the utmost importance. 
His '' Experiments and Observations on differ- 
ent Kinds of Air/' immortalized his name, and 
placed him in the first rank of natural philoso^ 
ph^rs. 

The first volume of this useful work was 
published in 1774, in octavo, and inscribed to 
his patron the Earl of Shelburne. 

In the preface to the second edition. Dr.* 
Priestley speaks of his researches with the can- 
dour and modesty of a philosopher, and with 
the humility of a pious man. 

** I find it absolutely impossible,** says he, 
*^ to produce a work on this subject that will 
be any thing like complete. My first publr- 
cation I ^knowledge to' be very imperfect, and 
the present, I am as ready to acknowledge, is 
atill more so. But/ paradoxical as it may seem, 
ttis: will ever be the case in natural science^ 
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WO long as the wofks of God are» like himMlf, 
infinite and inexhaustible. In compleating one 
discovery, we nevet fail to get an imperfect 
knowledge of others, of which we could have 
BO idea before ; so that we cannot solve one doubt 
without creating several new ones. ^ 

The socond volume of this excellent work 
was published in 1775, and dedicated to Sir 
John Pringle, Bart. President of the Royal So* 
ciety ; and the third volume, published in 1777| 
was inscribed to that noble patriot and philoso- 
pher, the Earl of Stanhope. 

The results of several curious experiments 
are detailed in these voipmes, by our philoso- 
pher, with candour, and several of his discove- 
ries are of the utmost importance to mankind* 

In the course of his numerous experiments, 
made with air infected by animal respiration, 
he discovered that it was restored to its common 
purity by vegetation. Frmn which he Hiakes 
the following just conolusioa : 

'' Since the plants that I made use of mani« 
fesUy grow and thrive in putrid air; since 
putrid air is well known to afford proper ao«* 
a 
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rishment for the roots of plants ; and since it i$ 
likewise certain that they receive nourishment 
by their leaves^ as well as by their roots, it 
seems to be exceedingly probable, that the pa- 
trid effluvium is in some measure extracted from 
the air, by means of the leaves of plants^ and, 
therefore, that they render the remainder more 
fit for respiration." 

'< That plants are capable of perfectly res- 
toring air, injured by respiration, may, I think, 
be inferred with certainty from the perfect 
restoration, by this means, of air which had 
passed through my lungs, so that a candle would 
burn in it agaip^ though it had extinguished 
flame before, and a part of the same original 
quantity of air still continued to do so. 

'* These proofs of a partial restoration of air, 
by plants in a state of vegetation, though in a 
confined and unnatural situation, cannot but 
render It highly probable, that the injury which 
is continually done to the atmosphere, by the 
respiration of such a number of animals, and 
the putrefaction of such a masses of both ve- 
getable and animal matter, is, in part at least, 
repaired by the vegetable creation. And, not- 
withstanding the prodigious mass of air, that is 
corrupted daily by the above-mentioned causes; 



yet, if we consider the immense profusion of 
vegetables upon the face of the earth, growing 
in places suited to their nature, and consequently 
at foil liberty to exert all their powers, both 
inhaling and exhaling, it can hardly be thought 
but that it can be a sufficient couterbalance 
to it, and that the remedy is adequate to the 
evil.'* 

Another method of purifying air was alsa 
discovered by this philosopher. " Having ren* 
dered inflammable air. perfectly innoxious by 
continued agitation in a trough qf water, depri- 
ved of it» air, I concluded that other kinds of 
noxious air might be restored, by the same 
means ; and I presently found that this was the 
case with putrid air,, even of more than a year's 
standing. I shall observe, once for all, that thia 
process never failed to resore any kind of nox* 
ious air on which I have tried it, viz. air injured 
by respiration or putrefaction, air infected with, 
the fumes of burning, charcoal, and of calcined 
metals, air in which a mixture of iron filings 
and brimstone, that ia which paint made of 
white lead and oil has stopd, or air which has 
been diminished by a mixture of nitrous air..'' 

Having detailed a number of curious e^e-- 
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riments ia conoboiation of his theofy, be cod* 
chides with the following ingenious conjecture: 
** Since water, in these experiments, must have 
imbibed and retained a certain portion of the 
noxious eiluTia, before they could be transmitted 
to the external air, I do not think it improbable 
but that the agitation of the sea, and large lakes 
may be of some use for the purification of the 
atmosphere, and the putrid matter contained in 
in water may be imbibed by aquatic plants, or 
be deposited in some other manner/' 

An account of his discovery of nitrous air, 
its anUsceptic qualities, &c. is given with his 
lumal accuracy in the first volume. 

Several new and valuable discoveries, the 
result of various^ and some of them dangerous 
experiments, are detailed in the second volume. 
Among others, the producHon and prt^rties of 
dephlogisiicated air^ or, as it is now termed, ox^ 
gen gas, are most remarkable. Speaking of 
the utility of this pure air, he says : " It may 
hence be inferred that a quantity of very pure 
air would agreeably qualify the noxious atr of 
a room, in which much company should be con- 
fined, and which should be so situated that it 
could not be conveniently ventilated; so that 
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from being offbnatve and unwhotsome, it wotfld 
almost instantly become sweet and wholscMiie. 
This air might be brought into the room in casks ; 
or a laboratory might be ccmstmcted for gene* 
rating the air, and throwing it into the room as 
fast as it could be produced. Thb pure air 
would be sufficient for the purpose of many 
assemblies, and a Tory little ingenuity would 
be sufficient to reduce the scheme into pracice« 

" From the great strength and vivacity of 
the flame of a candle in this pureair^ it may bo 
conjectured that it might be peculiarly salutary 
to the lungs in certain morbid cases> when the 
common air would not be sufficient to carry off 
the phlogistic putrid effluvium f:^t enough. 
!But^ perhaps, we may also infer from these ex- 
periments, that though pure dephlogisticated 
air might be very useful as a medicine it might 
not be so very proper for us in the usual healthy 
state of the body : for, as a candle bums out 
much faster in dephlogisticated than in conomoa* 
air, so we might, as may be said, live out too 
fast, and the animal powers be too soon ex* 
hausted in this pure kind of air. A moralist^ 
at least may say, that the air which nature has. 
provided for us is as good as we desecve^ 
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" My reader will not wonder, that, a?fter 
having ascertained the superior goodness of de- 
phlogisticated air, by mice living in it, and the 
other teste abovementioned, I should have the 
curiosity to taste it myself. I have gratified 
that curiosity by breathing it, drawing it through 
a glass syphon, and by this means I reduced a 
large jar full of it to the standard of common 
air. The feeling of it to my lungs was not sen^ 
sibly different from that of common air ; but I 
fancied that my breast felt peculiarly light and 
easy for some time afterwards. Who can tell 
but that, in time, thia pure air may become a 
fashionable article in luxury Hitherto only 
two mice and myself have had the privilege oi 
breathiog it."* 



* Dr. Beddoes in his Medical Pheumatic Instiiuthns, 
informs us of the cordial effects of oxygen gas, and, that 
'' under a certain administration of this gas, sleep may 
possibly be dispensed with ;** he intends to oppose it to 
the decays of nature^ and he is so much re-invigorated 
by this grand restorative, that ** His morning alertness 
equals that of a healthy boy.>> This sage has improved 
upon Dr. Priestley's humourous hint, aud certainly ex- 
cels all other chemists ^ for if he has pot, like Prome- 
theus, brought down celestial fire to animate man» 'he 
may claim the merit of a discovery which will, perhaps,. 
prevent dissolution. We may now hope to enjoy terres-' 
trial immortality while old age and death are for ever ba* 
nished from the " chearful haunts of men." 

The mest delicate bloom will adorn the cheeks of 
•nc ladies, ou inbaling a portion of this cordial ethtr,. 
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The observations on respiration^ and the use 
of the Uoodare ingenious and interesting. The 
author having quoted the various opinions of anci* 
entand modern phisioiogists^makes the following 
important conclusion : "That respiration is a true 
phlogistic process, cannot;> I think, admit of a 
doubt, after it is found that the air which has 
served for this purpose^is left in precisely the same 
state as that which has been exposed to any 
other process. And since all the blood in the 
body passes through the lungs, and, according 
to Mr. Hewson's observations and others, the 
remarkable change between the colour of the 



and be a great saving in the article of cosmetics, at the 
same time that its exhilirating influence will operate as 
a> ionic to ixivigorate the nervous system. 

** Might not the genera! use of this enlivening ether, 
render our expensive public amusements unnecessay? 
since its titillating energy excels our farces in the excite- 
ment of laughter. Mirth may now be studied as a sci- 
ence ; aud by the administration of different quantities 
of oxygen gas, every gradation of risibili ty [may be at- 
tained, from the gleeful titter of the fine lady, to tht 
obstreperous roar qf the coxcomb. 

Perhi^ps the sapient Dr. B. may, by farther experi- 
ments, obtain an etherial substance, sufficient to sup- 
port animal existence without the use of the grosser 
elements : then, indeed, like the cameleon, we might 
live on air. Our epicures, however, would probably 
object to this light diet, and prefer turtle, venison, or 
even roast-beef to the Doctor's ambrosia.— Satirical 
View of Loi^don. 
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venal and arterial blood takes place there^ it can 
hardly be doubted that it is by means ofth^ 
blood> that the air becomes phlogisticated in 
passing through the lungs : and> therefore^ that 
t>ne great use of the blood must be to discharge 
the phlogiston with which the animal system 
abounds^ imbibing it in the course of its circu* 
lation^ and imparting it to the air^ with which it 
is nearly brought into contact in the lungs; the 
air thus acting as the great menstruumum foir 
purpose.** This opinion the author supports, 
and illustrates by a series of curious experi- 
ments. 

Such was the candour of Dr. Priestley, that 
instead of arrogating to himself the exclusive 
merit of being the founder of a new system of 
nataral philosophy, respecting aeriform fluids, 
he did not adopt a systematic arrangement, 
but published his discoveries, hints^ and con* 
jectures for the benefit of the lovers of science. 

One discovery which he made, however, and 
which a narrow-minded man would have se« 
cured by a patent, deserves to be mentioned, 
especially as the Doctor, himself, has declared 
his conviction of its ' utility* It relates to the 
impregnation of water with fixed air,* and i« 
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%he more interesting, as it contains some memmri 
of the author. 

''It was a little after midsummer 1767, thati 
removed from Warrington to Leeds; and living, 
-fer the first year, in a house that was contigu* 
^ms to a large common brewery, so good an 
opportunity produced in me an inclination to 
make some experiments on the fixed air, that 
was constantly produced in it. One of the first 
things that I did in this brewery, was to place 
shallow vessels of water within the region of 
fixed air, on the surface of the fermenting ves- 
sels ; and having left them all night, I generally 
found, the next morning, that the water had 
acquired a very sensible and pleasant impreg- 
nation; and, it was with peculiar satisfaction 
that I first drank of this water, which, I believe, 
ivas the first of its kind that had ever been 
tasted by man. 

" Several of my friends who visited me 
while I lived in that house, will remember my 
taking them into that brewery, and giving them 
a glass of this artificial Pyrmont water, made 
in their presence. 

^' From 1767 to 1772, 1 never heard of any 

K 



but that above-mentioned. 

^ * * f f f ^ f #:# |k p 1^ f f in i^ f* m 

" JjCHig at JiiiiK^ with }i^ PtitW<kf NfMe 
tbupaberlvK), in ik^ fptk^f^ ^^ ffm hs^o^sm' 
lione^, bi#ij^raoe|H»4«ced a Mt)e ^( m^ 
^iitil)ed Iqf Pr- Inriag^ £iu^ vmof^ <M|¥y- 
This m^r wm ferfepdy «creet» IhH» \^9 ^V^ 

of frtssh ^ng inilefv: wheait imad^iQlrtr 
«!QOi:Mr|!efd to nip, ^at I pmM ewlfr i|i0vi4 Ikflt 
waipr fcr Ibe iw ^^ «»n^ M p#*M»^«W^ 
ply them wHh w«^«ii4 t:he»p m^^ rf 

4mpii«Qlllii« U i^th fi#ed air. ^, }mm 

limei^cpm in^eccffnae of ^ch I b«4 
aDBcertained the proportional quantity pf «Fei^ 
kinds of air, that given quantities of water could 
4^e 1*, I wnf ^ ^^^ kff for the mM rf*>ing 

^j^ter^ ^d f^onveyi^^ w V!\*9iV. ^W Vl^<14^ 
prc(yioualj fllefl wi^ 9if. This scheme f iia- 
mediately mentioned to the Dxdc^. ^d the ^o^- 
pany, vrho all seemed to be much pleased with 
iVa«d«ayu^9^ th^i; 7(i^ I ?«« at- 



%eaA to'it, luttk eadnmrar to redMe it hM pm^ 
tite ; wlnelil pteoBsiatd to dd* 

'^ A fMr days sifter tili% horid^ oecamn to 
Wait oitf Sm OeoTge Savile^ I carmdf with me 
a botths 6f lajr inpregiiailed water, and laid him 
the use that mif^tbe made of it, Tia. that of 
B«i]l|klymg a pleaaant and whi^esome beverage 
ftr aeamati,' and sueh as might probacy prevent 
o^ cure the sda seunry* Sr 6e6rgej, with that 
ifttM^ with which he etpouaes every thing' 
that he conceive to be ftar the public* good; 
insisted npott wcilinga eard immediately to Lord 
Sandwich, proposing to introduce me to him as 
btfving upMpoHdfar tks^He qf ike imsy* As I 
Oould make no dbfectioni the card was accord- 
ingly iTritteny* and an answer was presently re- 
titmed by his Lotdshipr iafoiming ua^ that he 
would be glftd to aee ua the next day. 

«••«•«'** « « « « « 4* « « « * * »' 

<' Presently after this I HUT a riotiee ftoov 
the Secretary to the Board of Admiralty, that 



^ Sir George Savile died some yeartago, and a sa* 
perb monument, executed by that ingenious Statuary^ 
Mr. Pisber, setf. of York, was plaeed in the Minfter of 
tHat city,, at a monamen^ of. the public q^rit and prW 
-vate virtueB of the deceased* 

k2 



the Colkge qf Physiciam were appointed to e<«' 
amine my proposal, and to make their report; 
to the Boards and an early day was fixed forme 
to wait upon them, at their Hall in Warwick* 
Lane ; where, before a very full meeting, I- 
produced a bottle of my impregnated water> 
and also, at their request, fetched my apparatus, 
a^nd shewed them the manner in which I had 
impregnated it. There were present several 
of the most eminent Physicians in London ; bat 
both the schetne and the object of it, appeared to 
be entirely new to every one of them ; and most 
of them seemed to be much pleased with iu 

** Accordingly, a favourable report was made 
"to the Board of Admiralty, and I was acquainted 
by the Secretary, that the Captains of the two^ 
ships which were just then sailing for the South' 
Seas, had orders to ^ihake trial of the impreg- 
nated water; and for their use I drew out my 
directions in writing, and sent a drawing of the 
mecessary apparatus.* 

** As I have not to this day, directly or in- 



* These Directhru are reprinted iii the second Vol. 
«f Experiments and Observations on Different Kinds 
of Air, , 



directty^ made the least adrantageof this scheme; 
bttt> on the contrary, am just so much a loser 
by it as the experimentacost me, I think it is not> 
too much for the public to allow me, what I 
believe is strictly ray due, the sole merit of the* 
discwery ; which,, with respect to ingenuity, or> 
sagacity, is next to nothing; but with respect 
to it&utiUty is, unquestionably, of unspeakable 
Talue to my country and to mankind.'* These 
are the sentiments of a patriot and a man of 
virtue. 

His ** Disquisitions relating to Matter and 
SfMrit,*' in which he considers the soul homo- 
geneous with the body,* gave great offence^ 
and excited much alarm amongst the professors 
of orthodox divinity. Indeed the existence of 
the spirit of man in a separate state is unequivo- 
cally proved by the words ofv our Saviour him- 
self, " Jesus said unto him,, verily 1 say unto 



* Speaking of Materialism, the Doctor observes :— ^ 
** Man, according to this system, is no more than we now 
see of him. His being commences al the time Qf his 
conception, or perhaps at an eariier period. The cor- 
poreal and mental faculties, inhering in the same subl 
stance, grow, ripen, and decay together j and when 
the system is dissolved, it continues in a state of diss<|. 
lution, till it shall please the Almighty Being, who call- 
ed it into existence, to restore it to life agj^in.*' 
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tbecr/td-dty'^tfltliMiwbe #Mt metirpwa^vs^.'^ 
The dyinl^ejactBtalkftt <}f Stepht^n it an aMi1»- 
okd proof of the ittnMtanalilTjr of ihi^ haihan 
aJlul': ''Lord Jmos rtcn^re my iipitit!** Nay, 
I^ftg bef»re tftie' cbnui^ of the Messiah Ai» 
doctrine vnm etabmoed by the Jews r *' Theii 
siiM the dtMt reHtm to the earth as it watf : aii<ib 
thb spirit diall retaM to Grod who gat^e ki*^i 

Iadeed'» lite doctrine of immortality, and th«r 
existence of the soul in a separate state, seems Uy 
have been traditionary among mankind, long 
before the inventioh of leUerti; and* ft was one 
of the gieat^-incit«nents to virtue in tU^ mo6^ 
polished a^es of Greede and Roitie. 

" The ioiil,.aBCiir'd'in her exiftence, smiles 
At the dsawn dagger, and defies its point; 
The stars shall fade avray, the sun himself 
Grow dim with a|;e, and nature sink in years ^ 
IG^nt then shaH flonrish in inudortal youth; 
Unhurt amidst the war of elements. 
The wreck of matter and the crush of worlds**^ 

AbdwotL 

The simplified doctrine of Doctor Priestley^ 
respecting our Saviour^ also gave great offence 

♦ St Luke, cap, 22. verse. 40. Acts, cap 7. verse 49» 
t Eccle^MteSi ci^. 12« vtrtf^^ 
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m ifxiom^ chrUliaQi. It i$, how^fer^ po jB|r <rom 
jbeiag irratioiia), tl^at it ^eefi^^ IPfi^^iM QB Mi9 
pnnd^lei qf sotuu) jphUoiopliK* 9u^ M 9P 
r(»coUeGt t^t " Tb* wM^ip pf tb« work} » fool- 
ifbiim wW* G*d.*' Tjie p«rya|^a#s pf i^s sftViP 
ing grace are above human conipreb§99io^ 
''For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
f|ei4|er aie yajw wW* »y Wfty»* Wth tb^ Jx>Rn, 
for 89 t\^ heaveiis ase big(ier tl|aa th« «ail4» 
jp are my vfay« bigMr than your w^yi« 9ll4 my 
^oughts ttHi9i y^i^r tbonightpu"* I 

A cpfiviction of deprayity and weakness must 
Bialj;p pvery (christian £eel his insufficiency to 
' altaiti consuQimate virtue without supernatural 
^id. Tfie consolatory prpmises of the Gospel 
is the sipner'j best hope. Indeed, the most en* 
lightened philosopher^ who trysts wholly to his 
own e^ertions^ might as well think to counter- 
act the laws of j^ravitatiouj and ascend bodily 
to heaven, as to become holy without that di- 
vine inspiration which is promised to his faithful 
followers \^y our J-ojd Jesus Christ. 

«' 9oA never smftai tkat man alunld scale tk« teav^as 
By strides of haman wisdoqi. ^b hU woi^^ 
Though wond'rous, he commands us in his word 
To seek him rathef, where his mercy shines." 

Cawrfit. 

* Isaiah, ca> ^0, vcnes 8 fl( 9^ 
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'> That Dt. Priestley, however, made tfttAr 
ills primary object in all his theological and 
metaphysical discussions, we shall readily ac* 
icnowledge ; for such is his 6wn profession, and 
^e world never had reason to question hi« 
veracity. 

In his "* Lectures on History and General 
•Policy," the youthful student may find a trea- 
sure of historic information, systematically ar- 
ranged. He exhibits the general uses of history 
under three heads : '' 1 st. As it serves to amuse 
the imagination, and interest the passions in 
general. 2nd. As it improves the understand- 
ing. And, 3dly, as it tends to strengthen the 
sentiments of virtue." With his usual perspi- 
cuity he points out the superiority of history 
over works of fiction, as more interesting, be- 
cause it is a narrative of facts, exhibiting a most 
impressive view of the dispensations of divine 
providence to mankind. 

He then expatiates on the benefit to be 
^rived from the study of history, as an improve- 
ment of the understanding. 

/'By studying history," as Lord Bolingbroke 
observes, *' and examining all kinds of causes 
and effects^ a man may sharpen his penetration. 
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As iiie atleDtioii of his mtad^ and strengdien 
Us jttdfmtiit.'' The Doctor, therefore, cousin 
4ers the study of History as anticipated experi* 
imce, which qaalifies a young man to begi9 
life with a considerable acquisition of what is 
called knowledge of the toorld} which is 
often too dearly bought in the school of expe- 
rience. He then proceeds to elucidate the ad- 
lanliE^es of studying history, with a view to th% 
acquirement of political knowledge, and es> 
psesses himself with that independence and 
freedom which he always manifested when ii^ 
Testigating this critical subject. 

** Political knowledge, it will be said, is 
nseinil only to politicians and ministers of state. 
Bttt^ besides that, it is a matter of reasonable 
curiosity, to examine into the springs of the 
great wheel of government, on the just balance 
and regula^r motions of which oar temporal se- 
curity and happiness depend ; and though 
political affairs be almost wholly^ but mot entire- 
ly out of tihe sphere of private persons, under 
an arlnira$y government ; yet in free govern* 
rnents^ asis admirably sasd by Lord Bolingbroke^ 
** The public service is not confined to those 
whom l^e prince appoints to the several posts 
in the adminiatFation otider hini. Men of all 
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degrees ought to instruct themselves in lisrilb 
afl&irs, wherein they may be actors themselveii, 
or judges of those who act^ or controllers of 
those who judge :' and from some one or other 
of these classes* no subject of Great-Britain t» 
wholly excluded.'* 

Another great advantage arising, from the 
'study of history, is, its tending to free the mind 
from many foolish prejudices, and consequently 
to enlarge the understanding and rectify the 
judgment. This he illustrates by examples of 
extravagant patriotism. He ako sanctions the 
observations of Hume ** that the fair sex may 
learn in history this important truths that love is 
neither the only, nor always the governing prin- 
ciple m the hearts of men; which, from th« 
reading of noveli^ frequenting the theatre, and 
even the general turn of polite conversatioii^ 
4hey might otherwise imagine/^ 

But the most important use t»f history, on 
which our philosc^pher dwells with particular 
emphasis, is, iu tendency to strengthen the 
sentiments of virtue. On this subject he rea- 
sons with great force and eloquence, demon- 
strating the usefulness of a true represenftatioB 
lof vicious, as well as virtuous characters. 



*^TheoTi\y reason/' a» heolJseiTes, .*'why- 
r young person cannot be safely trusted with* 
dewing die yiees, as well as the virtues that* 
are in the World, is that, if left to hinnelf io' 
real life, vice may be so circnmstaneed^as to bel^ 
put too inviting to his un^perienced mind.. 
But, in. history, vice never appears tempting.?' 

:|i 4? 4r « «' :j( ^ * 4r «:|(- « 4P «♦#««' ;|c « 4? H*- 

" Sd consistent is the orderof Divine Provi- 
dience; that, if flfb schemi^ be fairly and com* 
pletely represented,, we muy depend upon it 
that noticing will be exhibited from which it 
taay be justly concluded, thatr vice i» eligible 
upon the whote. Contrary, therefore, to what 
ihay be apprehended from a promiscous ic* 
qttaititance with the world, through the glass of 
history, vices may be viewed as safely as virtues. 
Nay, they both equally teach wisdom and good 
morals. It iis even impossible to say,, which of 
them inculcate the moral lesson with more force.. 
The excesses of Nero, and the goodness of Mar* 
c5us Aurelins, have the sanie good effect iiL 
history,'* 

For the truth of this observation we have.- 
<mly to appeal to our own hearts; and we shaUi 



AnA, that not only historic narmttrtB^ imt poctie 
fiction^ haVe exercised all the most gene-*- 
itma emolio»» of our nature. Hew often hare 
our boioms glowed with patriotism^ while read- 
ing th« story of Leonidaa and his Spastan'sj or 
that of St. Pierre, and theotherCitiaens of Calais, 
who offered themseWes as voluntary Tietims »to 
save the city. While we admire the stern 
heroic virtuey and nice sense of honour, 
which compelled Virginius to kill his beloved 
daughter, to preserve her chastity, our indigna- 
tion is exerted agaimb the d^esiable Appius, 
and the mind is established in the principles of 
justice and virtue. 

But the excellent effects of history, in cor* 
recting the prejudices, rectifying the judgment, 
%nd improving the morals of the student, are 
best explained in the Doctor's own illustrations 
and reflections. Accordingly, a considerable 
portion of the first volume is oc(:upied with strik- 
ing passages from Universal History, in which 
our philosopher has, at once, demonstrated the 
vast extent of his readings s^nd his judgment vx 
selection. 

Few works will impart more useful precepts 
to the youthful mind, ^d the man of reflection 
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.mby abofindaimidof enlerUiiumat and is*. . 
Ibmatioo in tbeae ketone expressed in a style 
j^rvpicuous^ pve» and energetic. 

Having given a eomprehenaive view of the 
general uses of history, the author proceeds, to 
point out its. sources; the. piost advantage- 
ous method of studying it; and the several 
objects which particularly demand the attention 
of the student. Having described the series in 
which Ancie]»t History should be i^ad, he, by 
a natural Uunsition, directs the attention of the 
reader to the study of English History. 

In the second volume, our author takes an 
extensive philosophic survey of the most impor* 
tant objects which ought to engage the attention 
of the reader of history. This subject is dis- 
cussed in its various branches, with much 
ingenuity and sound reHection, in a series of 
thirty-six lectures, compriiring an interesting 
view of mankind, and a treasure of useful 
fects, which cannot fail to instruct the reader. 

The;study of biography is strongly recom- 
mended by the Doctor, who observes that, " If 
a person read history for real use, and the di- 
rection of his conduct in his own profession^ 
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hk^ri^fy will answer his purpose better tlkan^ 
^neral history. Lives have been published of 
particular penonsv of erery station and profes- 
sion^ princes, generals^ statesmen, divines, phi* 
sophers, and even artists of every ftind, which 
are of excellent use to inspire a spirit of emula- 
tion in persons of the same station ahd'profes^ 
sion/" 

That teiect biograpfy is highly entertai'nfng 
and instructive we all know by pteasing expe- 
rience. It has been diefined to be^ history teack^ 
ing by. exoftiplt: but several biographical public 
cations which have recently issued from the 
press, are extremely injurious to the morals o£ 
society. 

The lives of kept mistresses,, actresses, pro- 
fligate swindlers,^ and military coxcombs, hav« 
been published with unblushing effrontery, by 
unprincipled men,, for the sake of emolument* 
Nay, what is still worse> that egotist, Kotzebue^ 
during the moment of popular phrenzy, which 
conferred, applause instead of execratiouj very 
modestly obliged the world, as it is politely termed^ 
with an account.of his studies^ intrigues^ &c. A 
still greater abuse of biographical composition,. 
is the attempt sometimes made to adorn licentjk 
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%ii»n6fls in the spotless robe of virtue, as in the 
sketch given of the late Mary Robinson, in vrhich 
yre behold Mr^Pmtt assame the power of cannon^ 
ixation ! In the epitaph written by him, and 
inscribed on the tomb of that wrforttmate woman, 
she is described as having ascended to Heaven/ 
Where then is the distinction between vice and 
virtue^ if the barrier shall thus be broken down 
•by every scribbling coxcomb who can write an 
«pitaph? A very reprehensible and indecent 
exhibition of living characters is also compiled 
4innuaUy, under the specious pretext of giving 
4fcn interesting account of cotemporary merit, 
.butwhich^ in truth, is little better than a se- 
ries of fulsome eulogies on several persons who 
are invested by the benevolence of the dism- 
terested ckromckr with virtues which they never 
possessed. 

. Such biography, however, did not exist 
when Dr. Priestley recommended the study of 
ttot useful branch of history, or it doubtless 
would have met his reprehension, as a device 
^of low eusmngi to profit hy the curmiiy qfthe 
-pMic. 

In the three concluding lectures on history, 
' t)ie Doetor treats '' Of an Attention to* Divine 



PtoOFidenee in Che Gotnjhict bi Bxmmn AiluiK^ 
la atruly pfailoiopliie aad muterly seriw i6f 
Maaoningi the Doctor, in hisconclwding Ittettini 
*' Vindicates the ways ef God to man/" by rea» 
Jons the mo0t GoncluBiye and cCNflVtticing. He 
is decidedly <»f opinion^ that Dirtne Providences 
*' from seeming evil still edncing good" con- 
verts what wo consider as calamities into bks^ 
sings. " Let the person who would trace the 
conduct of Divine PrOTidence, attend to every 
Bidvantage which the present age enjoys above 
ancient timesy aad see whether he cannot per^ 
ceive marks of things being in a progress to- 
wards a state of greater peHection. Let him 
particakrly attend to every event which contri- 
butes to the propagation of religious knowledge*; 
aad lastly, iet us carefally observe all the e^iis 
which mankind complain of, anirl consider whe- 
ther they be not remedies of greater evils, or 
supposing the genera.! constitution of things 
unalterable, the necessary means of intnoducing 
a greater degree of happiness^ than .couild have 
been brought about by any other neans; at 
ieas^ whether th^ foe ao^ in fact, snbsenri^nt 
to a state of greater happiness/' This reaaon- 
inghe elucidates by striking proofs from history, 
and concludes vfith an oxhofftatioi^ that we 
should J" Let the pl^iii jdutifla <of flUDcality be 
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ibtxr rale of life. We see and experience their 
happy effects. But let us acquiesce in the 
Divine conduct, when we see him producing 
the same good and glorious ends, by means 
which are apt at first to alarm our narrow appre- 
hensions; on account of their seeming to have 
E contrary tendency.^* 

His ^* Miscellaneous Observations^ relating 
to Education, more especially as it respects the 
Conduct of the Mind/' published in 1778, are 
calculated to instruct both parents and chil- 
dren. 

The precepts inculcated in this excellent 
work, are such as most improve the head and 
heart of every reader. A few extracts will 
demonstrate this truth. 

*' Hie great end of education,'^ as the author 
observes, '< if it correspond to the great end of 
l{^, is by no means advancement in the world, 
but to inculcate such principles, and lead to 
such habits, as will enable men to pass with 
integrity and real honour through life, and to 
be inflexibly just, benevolent, and good, not- 
withstanding all the temptations to tiie contrary, 
from the examples of the age we live in. Ih 

M 
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jtompfy •with the world; and, in consequence^ to 
be the idol of it, is an easy thing in comparison 
with this : but then the advantages derived from 
nobly withstanding the prevailing vices and 
errors of the age, are infinitely more solid and 
lasting. This conduct makes a man satisfied 
with himself: it generally ensures the gratitude 
of a more enlightened posterity, and, above all, 
the favour of God, and a happy immortality. 

*' A man who lives to any j)urpose, must 
have one object^ and have a consistent character J^ 

** If a man's great oly cct be Ihe pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of virtue, he may depend 
upon success, and he will ensure the proper 
reward of such a conduct ; provided he have 
no other object to divert him from his pursuit, 
and. obstruct him in it. But he must not be 
disappointed, or chagrined, if, together witk 
virtue and knowledge, and in his endeavours to 
promote them, he do not .get rich, or become 
popular. 

'* Let us, therefore, be satisfied, if we can 
make our children good men, and truly valu- 
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able members of society,, whether the reception 
they meet with in the world be favourable or* 
unfavourable. If, however, their friends be few, 
they will be the more cordial^ and contribute 
more to the real enjoyment of life. Indeed, 
their happiness in all respects, will be more in 
reality i than in appearance ; as that of the world 
is more in appearance than in reality; and 
this exclusive of^ all respect to futurity, iu' 
comparison of which, however, every thing els^.' 
is little and insigniiicant.f' 

' Another moral tract from the pen of this- 
philosopher, entitled, " Considerations for the 
Use of Young Men;" published at the low price 
of two-pence, contains precepts of the utmost* 
importance to society, 

** The experience of ages testifies, that mar- 
riage at a proper time of life, whereby one man' • 
is confined to one woman, is most favourable to 
Health and the true enjoyment of life. It is the 
means of raising the greatest number of healthy- 
children, of making the best provision for their 
instruction and settlement in life ; which is suf^- 
ficient to demonstrate Uie preference of this to> 
every other mode of indulging our natural pa»** 
Mons. 

M2L 



'* Marriage is, moreoyer, of excellent use, 
as a means of transferring our affections from 
ourselves to others. A series of family xases^ Co/^^ii 
greatly improves, and as it were, mellows the 
mind of man. It furnishes a kind of' exercise 
and discipline, which eminently fit him for 
great and generous conduct ; and, in fact, makea 
him a superior kind of being, with respect to 
the generality of those who have had no family 
connections. • * 

*' Those persons who give themselves up to 
lawless indulgence of their passions, besides be- 
ing exposed to the most loathsome and painful 
disorders; besides exhausting the powers of 
nature prematurely, and subjecting themselves 
to severe remorse of mind ; have not, whatever 
they may fancy or pretend, any thing like the 
real pleasure and satisfaction that persons gene* 
. rally have in the married slate* 

'' Before I conclude these observations, I 
shall add, that it is more in the power of young 
wofftai, than of any thing that can be suggested 
to young men, either by myself, their friends^ 
or their own reilections, to bring them into a 
right method of thinking and acting in this res- 
nect. Were it sufficiently known to young 
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men> that a commerce with the abandoned part 
of the sex, would be a bar to their acceptance 
with the modest and worthy part of it, and thai 
known profligacy, in this respect, would be real 
infamy, the end that I have in view would be 
effectually answered. But I am sorry to ob- 
serve, that I cannot avail myaelf ot an appeal 
to the conduct of the generality of young la- 
dies, who have had what is called 2^ polite edU-^ 
ccuion, in aid of my argument. 

*' Would this amiable part of our species 
only do themselves the justice to insist upon the 
same strict chastity and honour with respect to 
men, which' men universally insist upon with 
respect to them, our sex would no doubt' be as 
virtuous as theirs^ and then they would make 
mnch better husbands and fathers than they do 
npw. In countries where no object is made of 
the chastity of women before marriage, their 
morals in this respect are as dissolute as ours. 

"It gives me pain, to lay any part of the 
profligacy c^ morals in young men to the charge 
oi ymng womeni whose own morals are so ex- 
emplary ; and especially to hint, as I must do, 
that it is in reality owing to their having less 
delicacy, in this respect than the men have. 



But etich> sex is naturally the tutor of the otbcrj 
and by this aid vices are best reformed^ and« 
virtues promoted." 

. The little tract from which^ the abore quota- 
tions are taken j. ought to be attentively read 
by every young man^ who wi^es to see his 
true interests placed in a clean light. But the 
sons of dissipation are in general too deeply 
tainted with depravity, to listen to the voice oft 
wisdom. 

The many-headed hydraef dissipation seem» 
to have infected the air of the fashionable world 
with its pestiferous breath, insomuch^ that mas« 
querades, gaming, and seduction, are nowcour 
sidered as necessary in high life, as the liveried 
menial, and the splendid chariot; The great' 
vulgar, or at least ninety out of every hundred of 
these pampered- sons of opulence, who annually 
visitthe capital,areingeniousin the production of 
human misery. As the distiller converts whole- 
some grain into liquid* poison, so they, by the 
abuse of the blessings of life, render theif . 
existence a curse,. instead of a blessing to them- 
selves and their fellow mortals. 

A candid review of the character of Dh 
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Priestley, wiH convince us, that h« was a man df 
extraordinary talents and virtues. Indefetig. 
.able in the pursuit of truth, the great primary 
object of all his studies; profound in re- ' 
search; and clear in his illustrations of many 
useful discoveries in science. Strictly honest in 
his pecuniary transactions; justice was his guid- 
ing star, and his ethical works inculcate piety 
•to the ^reat Creator, and universal philan* 
thrqpy. 

With regard to his speculative opinions, he 
i« accountable only to God: ** Who art thou 
that judgest another man's servant^ to his owtt 
master he standeth or falleth.*' 

The following observations on this subject^ 
communicated by a friend, seem well entitled 
to the consideration of persons who, from a mis* 
taken zeal, or fanatical malignity ^^ may be too 
ready to judge rashly of things above their 
comprehension : — 

^^ I shall be glad to see a life of Dr. Priest- 
ley. Your object is to do good, by giving the 
public a fair account of the life of a great and 
useful man. As a philosopher, I highly esteem 
him^ and consider him an honour to his country^ 
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I have often regretted that he ever meddled 
with politics, which were foreign to his callings 
as an experimental philosopher and chymist ; 
and still more so that he ever meddled with ex- 
perimental divinity, which I am certain he never 
properly understood. 

*' Many of the religious world imagine the 
Doctor to have been a bad man, because he had 
a bad creed. But the one is by no means a ne- 
cessary consequence of the other. I have known 
very bad men who had a sound creed^ and I have 
certainly known good and usrful men, who held, 
w hat I thought, a very bad creed . Dr. Priestley, 
as far as I ever had an opportunity of knowing, 
was a strictly honest upright man : and when 
his outside was so fair, and his life so useful, it 
would be a nlost infamous usurpation of the 
prerogative of God> to judge his heart, or even 
suspect his motives.'^ 

That the sentiments of Dr. Priestley were 
inimical to church establishments, he never 
attempted to conceal. In the preface to the 
first volume of his *' Experiments on Different 
Kinds of Air," he says, " It was ill policy in 
Leo X. to patronize polite literature. He was 
cherishingan enemy in disguise, and theEnglish 



hierdfchy (if ^^te be any thing unsound in its 
const! ttition), hds equal reaoh to tremble, even 
at an k\t pump, or an electrical machine.*' 
These hostile §6ntiniehts raised many opponents, 
jttid the Bottor himself might be compared to 
an el6Ctdcal riiichine. He cehainly produced! 
flirCj but his ^tiemies tvefe the conductors. 

As the |i6WetfuJ ctimpion of civil and reK- 
gious liberty, he is fetititfed to our veneration * 
and while we acknowledge that his zeal was 
too violent, wd cannot withold our approbatioh 
of the motive, which undoubtedly was, a desire 
to proHM>te universal happiness. 

Hif fiHignftntmtty and F€9C>lHti<m, ob the 
ntet irfv^ oceasioifs, etinced heroic fortitude* 

A^e^y^ivoekle ferwhtfChcf thought right; 
no dan^ie^ touM ikake his retdlntioh. Thii 
firMDffivs o^ charftcier has been ^atided by hit 
enemtetf widi the epkttret o£ obstinacy f but, aU 
Ifaotigfh h€ was, hi <?6anfe(m with all htniian beings^ 
liable to err, his dignified deportment and sen- 
timents, amid the most severe and unmerited 
revilings and persecution, certainly deserved 
the more honoufJiMe appellation of fortitude. 
It now Will best become his cottntrtirien, and the 

N 
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friends of science thronghout the world, to 
remember only his valuable philosophical dis- 
coveries ; his manly opposition to petty tyranny; 
and his philanthropy. Let us with a friendly 
and careful hand pluck the nettle of detraction 
from his grave, and be ready to controvert the 
misrepresentations of the base satellites of minis- 
terial corruption, who would doubtless jrejoice, 
were they able to vilify the memory of a man 
whom they feared whilst living ! 

But as well the North's tyrants surveying their skies. 

When electrical splendour's ascend to the pole, 
May forbid tl!e sublime corruscations to rise. 

As AITBMPT TO EmHCUiSH THE tIGHT OF THE SOUL! 

In philosophic retirement he was a most 
amiable character. Affectionate to his friends, 
kind to his domestics, benevolent to mankind, 
and pious to his Creator. His genius, though 
bold and decisive, was not adapted to pnblic 
life. He had too much sincerity to live in a 
world in masquerade; and in this respect resem- 
bled his philosophic predecessor^ Lord Bacon. 

«««%««««*»«*«**»»»«• 

" Hapless in bis choice, 
Ui>fit to stand the civil storms of state.'' 
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" Him for the studious shade 
Kind nature fbrm'd, deep, comprehensive, clear. 
Exact and elegant, in one rich soul, 
Plato, the Stagyrite,. and TuUy joiix'd. 

TaoMsoy. * 

Since the days of the pious and illustrious 
Boyle^ we ean boast of no experimental philo- 
sopher equal toPriestley^and when we consider 
the wonderfiil versatility of hi» talents, and the 
actiyity of his mindj he appears almost a pro* 

Of the great majority of mankind it can only 
be sald^ that they wejre born, lived so mat^ 
years, and died; but to such a man as Dr. Priest* 
ley, may be applied the salutation once paid 
to the Oriental king?, " Uve for eper/'* 

Fame has inscribed his name in< the temple 
of immortality ; and like other men of genius, 
he must live in spite of his own doctrine of 
materialism. 



As an advocate for freedom of enquiry, and 
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rational Kbefty, Dt . Pfieitley eowmasded the 
esteem of the liberal-minded of every persua- 
sion. In defence of the privilege? of reason, his 
argunjents were unanswerable, insoinuch ^}iat 
his antagonists wwe obliged to have recourse 
to the old moide of ignitmi — ^they endeavoured 
to doatroy by fire what they could -not confute 
by fair and manly argumentation. 

Josepk Priestley was, perhaps^ th« b^t ia» 
pf eseatartir^ of tha old ^Smgiiish charauitcr, tkpit 
has appeared in the pfesent age of insincero 
and foppish reftnevtent ; ai»d he may be com- 
pared with Daniel De Foe, and Andrew Mar- 
vel, who so nobly stemmed the torrent of corrup- 
Hmi in worao times. Let those povsons^ then, 
who may yet be ioclined to condemn this phi- 
losopher, first candidly peruse his worksjy and d^ 
Bot let them, m is ohnoat o/u'ay^ ths eaa^y di^p. 
prove of his seiitimoiits withoat examioatioft. 

A few n&rrow-mindod ki^yiduels may en- 
Jteavottr to d^cry their once p^secuted eoun^ 
tryman, but suffeiy the majority of unbiassed 
Britons are too magnanimous to remember only 
the errors of a man like themselves. They can- 
liot fbrgel his eminent services. His venerable 
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remaios, it is true, are interred in another coufi* 
try far distant from his native land : — 

" By stranger's honoured and by strangers moarn^d.'' 

But "though dead, he yet speaketh," in his 
excellent moral and philosophical works^ which 
remain an honourable memorial of his genius 
and his virtue. 

" The man resolv'd and steady to his trust. 

Inflexible to ill, and obstinately just. 

May the rude rabble's insolence despise. 

Their senseless clamours and tumultuous cries* 

The tyrant's fierceness he beguiles. 

And the stern brow, and the harsh voice defies. 

And zvitk superior greatness smiles I** 

Not the rough whirlwind that deforms 
Adria's black gulph, and vexes it with storms^ 

Nor the red arm of angry Jove, 
That flings the thunder from the sky. 
And gives it rage to roar and strength to fly. 

The stubborn virtue of his soul can move P* 

. Should the whole frame of nature round him break. 
In ruin and confusion hurPd, 
He unconcern'd would hear the mighty crack. 
And stand secure amidst a PALinie workd." 



THE END. 



The Jblhwing Mkd passi^s, from the vsritingi nf 
Dr. Priestley y are iUustraJtive of kh charocter, 
principles^ and abilities, as Ofi mtAor, 



Extracts from "An Appeal to the Public, on the 
Subject of the Riots at Birmingham." 

JL Because an inhabitant of Birmingham 
in the year 1780, without any other view than 
as a proper situation for attending to my philo« 
sophical pursuits, in which^ having no original 
fortune of my own, I yrvis assisted by a few li- 
beral friends of science, who were pleased to 
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thtnk favourably of me in that respect. It was 
a plan suggested by the late Dr. Fothergill^ and 
cheerfully adopted by Sir George Sayile, Sir 
Stephen Theodore Janssen^ Mr. Constable^ of 
Burton Constable, and Dr. Price; all of them, 
it is something remarkable, of different religi- 
ous persuasions, but equally lovers of experi- 
mental philosophy, and disinterested promoters 
of it. 



'' In two administrations proposals were made 
to assist me by a pennon* Bttt in both cits€9 I 
declined the oiverture, ckusing rather to be obliged 
to generous individuals, notwithstanding some 
unpleasant circumstaflC65,dtcasionally attending 
this situation, than add to the burdens of my coun* 
try. 

*' My original and /aoorzVe profession, how- 
ever, was that of a christian ministcFy in my 
opinioiA, the most important, useful, dnd honor- 
able of all others; fbf which, though disconti- 
nued six years while I was tutor in the academy 
at Warrington, and seven years while I was 
with the Marquis Of Lansdorwn, I always had 
the strongest predifcctioiJ; and in which I never 
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^ felled to officiate occasionally^ when I was out 
of the employment. 

*' It was, therefore, with equal surprize and 
pleasure that, on Mr. Hawkes's resignation of 
' his office of minister at the New Meeting in 
Birmingham, I had an almost unanimous invi- 
tation to succeed him. This, however, I ac- 
cepted, on the express condition of the congre- 
gation having no claim on me, except on Sun- 
days ; the rest of the week being devoted to my 
philosophical and other pursuits. The other 
duties of the place were discharged by my wor- 
thy colleague, Mr. Blythe. 



^ Such was the bigotry of the clergy of Bir- 
mingham, that long before I went thither, as 
well as during the whole time of my residing 
there, they refused to go in the same coach 
with the dissenting ministers at funerals, or 
walk with them in the procession. We had 
hoped that they had become ashamed of this 
absurd instance of clerical pride, which I had 
never heard before ; and hoping better things 
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of Mr. Curtis, who was qf a disseniing family^ 
Mr. Scholefield, the minister of the Old Meet- 
ing, being invited to a funeral at which he 
officiated^ sent to know if he might be permitted 
to walk along with him. The answer was a 
civil but peremptory refusal, and the proposal 
-was never repeated. When I gave the late 
bishop of St. Asaph an account of this behavi- 
our of the clergy of Birmingham, which was 
long before my controversy with Mr. Madan^ . 
he expressed much concern at it, and said, 
that he thought such bigotry had now existed no 
where. 



<'The spirit of the high church party was 
conspicuous on the establishment of Sunday 
schools in Birmingham. At first persons of all 
religious persuasions acted in concert, of which 
an example had been set us in London ; and at 
a meeting of all the subscribers, convened for 
the purpose/ it was agreed that the children 
should go to whatever places of public worship 
their parents should chuse. As there were no 
children of dissenters who w^anted that instruc- 
tion, all the Sunday scholars, without exception, 
went to the established church, and no com- 



plaint was ever made of this by any dissenter. 
But the high church party, not being content 
with this, at a meeting of the subscribers^ the 
business of which was not advertised, the former 
rule was rescinded, and the children were then 
absolutely ordered to do what they ever had 
done, and always might have done, that is, attend 
the worship of the established church,andno other, 

*' The dissenters waited more than a year, 
to see whether the high church party would 
revert to their former more liberal maxims, and 
continued their subscriptions. But having 
waited so long to no purpose, they opened 
their own seperate Sunday schools, with advan- 
tages, I will venture to say, £ar superior to those 
of the establishment, but with liberty to every 
parent to order his child to attend whatever 
place of public worship he pleased.. 



" For a true representation of these facts,, 1 
appeal to the town at large. With what truth, 
then, can it be said, that ray ccoaing to Bir* 
mingliam, and my conduct there^ was the sole 
cause of the animosity between the church, peo- 
ple and the dissenters of that place ? 

2 
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*' Wishing to discover the cause of this ex^ 
cessive party spirit, and to apply, if I should 
be abIe,'some remedy to it, I found the dissen-^ 
ters were in possession of all the civil power iiv 
the place, by having the nomination to all the 
offices, and though they constantly g^ve the 
principal office, viz. that of High Bailiff, to a 
member of the Church of England, they chose 
to retain the power of nominating, of which 
they had long been, in possession. This power, 
1 took much pains to persuade the dissenters to 
relinquish, and I gradually brought over to my 
opinion some of the principal of them. 



'• I spake both to quake rs, and! to some of 
the more moderate of the Church of England on 
the subject; and though one of the latter told 
me that he knew the temper of th« people of 
Birmingham better than I did, and that he be- 
lieved no good would come to the measure, F 
persisted, as is well known, in my first opinion; 
and no objection was ever made of it by the 
diissenters, by any dislike of the measure itself; 
but only from the apprehension of the unge- 
nerous use that might be made of it.. 



"Till the application to parliament for the- 
lepeal of the Test Act^ L neither wrote not. 
preached any thing that had any particular 
relation to the principles of the dissenters^ and 
I. sent my sons to the public grammar school, 
which is conducted wholly by clergymen, and 
the head master* of which, a man of candour^ 
as well as an excellent classical scholar, occa* 
sionally visited, me. 

*' When Mr. Burn came to Birmingham^, 
having met with him at a committee of the pub* 
lie library, I thought I perceived in him great 
marks of liberality, and on my invitation he 
paid me two visits; In Mr. Madan, whom T 
met at a committee for abolishing the slave 
trade, and who was particularly civiPto methere, 
I flattered myself I had found a clergyman en- 
tirely to my mind, and one with whom I might 
form a pleasing acquaintance. This I mentioned 
to a particular friend, requesting that he would^ 
endeavour to bring it about. This; surely, did 
not savour of bigotry* The greatest difference 
of opinion never led me to keep aloof from any 
man. 

*' Before I left Birmingham I wa* happy to^ 

•' Mr. Price, 
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hare begun soin« pleasing intercourse with Dr. 
Parr, who had lately come to reside near War- 
wick. We hid visited each other, and I aia 
confident that the continuance of the intercourse 
would have been a pleasing circumstance to ne- 
both» though our religious opinions are very 
different, and he waB^an avowed opposer of the- 
repeal of the Test Act. When he dined with, 
me he was purposely met by Mr. Berington, a 
catholic priest, and Mr. Galton a quaker. Mr^ 
Porsoa was also of the party. I have a pecu-^ 
liar pleasure in the society of persons of ditk^ 
vent persuasions*. 



** The first difference that I had with any 
of the clergy in Birmingham, arose from fiwr 
of them withdrawing fcom our publk library, 
because my 'History of the Corruptions of Chris^ 
tiwmty^ had. b^en voted into it; a measure to 
which,, it is well known, I gave no coun« 
tenance, but had always opposed it, on the ideat 
that it would be better to omit books of contro-^ 
versy, till the library should be better stocked: 
with books of other, kinds, and more generally 
interesting. 



103 

** Bttt the great increaseof party spirit in th# 
iKTWu, and what^ to all appearance, contribnted 
iBost to the fatal catastrophe, the cause oT 
which we are now investigating, arose from th6 
application of the dissenters for the repeal of 
the Corporation and Test Acts, the nature and 
tendency of which were strangely mis-appre- 
hended by the great body of the clergy, and 
other zealous members of the Church of Eng- 
land : For had the repeal taken place, without 
their opposition, and with the concurrence of 
the Court, no difference whatever would have 
been perceived in our condition, and our in- 
terest, as a dissenting body, would probably 
have suffered by it, as indeed many of us 
were well aware. 



" The namber of dissenters had been evi- 
dently diminishing bcftwe the late application, 
and they are greatly increased since, both in Bir- 
mingham, and in many other parts of the king- 
dom. 

• " Also religion in general, with the peculiar 
tenets of it, having by this means been brought 
into notice, and more public discussion, the in- 
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crease of unitarians, whose sentiments are the most 
opposite to those of the Church of England, ha9 
-been in much more than a ten-fold proportion. 
These converts to unitarianism consist chiefly 
of the middle, and some of the higher rank of 
persons^ men who are known to read, and think 
for themselves, and who of course have influ- 
ence with others ; so that there is now a moral 
certainty of this doctrine continuing to prevail 
in this and other countries. 



'* I did not so much as hear of the intention of 
s^plying to Parliament for the repeal of the Test 
and Corpora:tion Acts, till it was determined 
upon by the dissenters of London. 

*' Had I been consulted, I should rather 
have advised for the repeal of that Act of King 
William, which makes it actually confiscation qf 
goods, and imprisonment for life, to deny the doc^ 
trine of the trinity. 



^ They who in their speeches in parliament 
(]uoted my writings, as an authority with the 
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dissenters in general, were as ignorant of the 
dissenters, as they were of the maxims of sound 
policy. Jf I had had arty weight with the body 
qf dissentei's at that time, we shmdd have joined 
the catholics, who generously fnade the proposal, in 
applying for the repeal of all the penal laws in mat" 
ters of religion. But that golden opportunity 
was suffered to pass by, and I fear will never 
more return. 



** It being usual on the 5th of November to 
give our congregations a discourse-on some sub- 
ject relating to religious liberty,;! made choice 
of that of the Test Act,, and at the request of my 
hearers the discourse was published. But Twill 
venture to say,, that it is one of the calmest and 
most moderate of all' discourses: that were ever 
written on a political subject. 

•'What, now^was the conduct of the clergy 
throughout $lngland,,^d especially at Birming- 
ham, on this occasion ? Endeavours were used 
to render the dissenters the objects not only of 
exclusion from civil ofilces,.but of general odiuni 
and punishment. 

^9. •> •■ •• . «. ♦-. «' 
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''Dr. Price 9Skd myself w<!Fe partieukrfjr 
poloted out as seditious and dangerous per- 
SODS, the very pests of society, and unworthy 
the proteclion ^f goyenunent. 



** Being parlicnlarly pointed oat by Mr* 
Madanj and both friends and enemies looking 
upon me as called upon to make some reply, I 
did it with great reluctance, as to a clergyman, 
whom, on other accounts, I truly respected, and 
whom, as living in the same town with me, I 
might occasionally meet. This reply I made 
in a series of ' Familiar Letters to the Inhabitants 
qf Bi9*niingham* and I appeal to any person who 
has the least pretension to impartiality, whether 
they be not a mild^ and good->hiimoured reply 
to unprovoked invective. 



'* The effect of this controversy upon the 
common people in Birmingham, who were' made* 
(o believe^ that40«i£ way or other^ boththe church, 
and the state were in danger, and that myob* 
ject was the utter destruction of both, was great 
and visible enough. On the walls of houses^ &c.. 
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and especiaHj where I imitUy w^ftt» #ere to 
be seen in large characters^ Madan for Evbr, 
Diimii^ PiiiB8ti£¥ ; No PRB8Bt"n(KAJf»;. Damn 
TH& PREssvTBRiANs, &e. &c. and at one time I 
was foUowe4 by 8 namber of boys^ who left 
their play, repeating what they ha«t seen on 
the wallsj, and shouting out. Damn Priestley, 
dmmkimi d/»m him, Jin- ever, far ever , S^. ifc. 
JThis was no doubt a knon which they had 
been taught by their parents, and what these^ 
I h^vr had learned fnm^ theif superiors. Such 
things as these were certtfmly unpleasant to me; 
but I was conscious I had done nothing to de* 
serve snch treatment ; and- desptsii^ mere ofr- 
hqiyig I wa^ &r from suspecting that it woukl 
ever lead to the outrageswhich have since takea 
place." 

Dr. Priestley narrates the principal circum- 
stances of the riot at Birmingham, but as a 
sufficient account of that disgraceibi transaction 
has been already given (see p» p. 25-27), we 
shall merely give another extract, w&ich is par* 
larly interesting* 

"What I regrette* most was the loss, as 1 

then supposed, of ali my manuscript papers, for 

which no reparation could be made. They cbn* 

sisted of the following particulars :-^ 
f2 
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I. My Diaries from the year 1752. 

II. Several large Common-place Books, 
containing the fruits of my reading, almost 
ever since I could read with any degree of 
judgment. 

III. The Register of my Philosophical 
Experiments, and hints for new ones. 

IV. All my Sermons, Frayers, and Forms for 
Administering the Lord's Supper, fyc. 

V. Notes and a Paraphrase on the whole of 
the New Testament, excepting the book of 
Revelation, 

VI. A New Translation of the Psalms, Pro- 
verbs, and Ecclesiastes. 

"VII. A Series qf Letters to the Mefntefs of 
ike New Jerusalem Church, which was lately 
opened in Birmingham. A rough draft of a 
great part of theseLc«er« happened to be preserv- 
ed, in consequence of taking a copy of them 
by Mess. Boulton & Watt's machine, and from 
this I have lately published them. 
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VIII. Memoirs of my own Life, to be pub* 
lished after my death. 

X . A great number of letters from my 
friends and learned foreigners; with other 
papers. 

X. lUuitrations tf Hartk^s Doctrine qf As^ 
sociatum qf Ideas, and farther Observations on the 
Human Mind, the publication of which I had 
promised in the preface to my Essay on EducO" 
tion. 

XL A course of Lectures on the Constitution 
and Laws of England, and another on the His- 
tory of England. 

XII. My last will, receipts, and accounts. 

** Let any man of letters, arrived as I am, to 
near the age of sixty, consider what must have 
been my accumulation of curious papers of va- 
rious kinds, from the variety and extent of my 
pursuits (greater unquestionably than that of 
most men now living), and think what I could 
not but have felt for their loss^ and their dis- 
persion into such hands as they fell into^ and 
who make as I hear« the most indecent and im- 



proper ii8«toCthem. ThUmafce» the ca^emncii 
worse than that of mere plimder, aad' the de* 
strnction of books and papers by Goths and 
Vandals^ who couhL notT«ad any of them.^ 



Extracts ft^m a Tracts ealitled' "^A £ree 
Address t» those who have Petitioned :ibr the 
Repeal of the late Act ofPaiiitmeat ia iavoar 
of the Roman Catholics. Pofalislled in. 1780^ 
price 2d. or 12s. per hundred^ to give away* 

''Yottare no advocates yiwtsay, forperse* 
emif^ the Papists; an^ tha0 yon who a»ocikte^ 
for the purpose of getting a repeal of tfaelate ael 
in favour of Popery, were not the persons who 
burned houses, demc^kihed tiia pubfie prisons, 
and let a number of banditti loose upon the pub* 
lie. I an» wilUng^ tO' hope thai this maayt have 
been the case. But stiill in the recy s<dioitiii|r 
of the repeal of that ac V y'Oo appHed to the cifib 
authority, for power to lay pecsoBB ptftfessifngi 
the Ronaaa Cathoite religiott under svch seetrio^ 
lions, and to expose tlMaata such pendittet ar 
you would bevexy sorry that yoursehreB shouidf' 
lie under,.andbe;exposed.to, if drrine provi* 
deoee had fixedyoucatfaKxie ia % Popish country. 
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*' In this country we make the Papists our 
enemies by becoming theirs. If we would make 
them friendsj we must, as tkey <vre in out power, 
first act a friendly part towards them. Remove 
all the restrictions they 9 re under, and then as- 
sign any reason, if you can, why they should 
not be as much attached to this country, and the 
government of it, as any other subjects. If 
they were made p.erfectly easy with respect to 
their religion and their civil rights^ what could 
they have more under a Popish prince ? And, 
depend upon it, that, being men like oucselvecf, 
and having li^ed in a free country, they know 
the value of civil liberty as much as you do, aa4 
would risk as much for it. 

''Many of you seem to be more particularly 
alarmed at the idea of the Papists havit^ schoek. 
But is there any right more clearly founded in 
nature, than that of parents educating their own 
childreily or of chusing instructors for them ? 

'' But admitting the Ps^pists- would keep 
«pm schools, and receive all the children and 
youth that were brought to them, they cannot, 
in this countiy, cmnpel^^my parents to send tbem^ 



their children. If they have zeal enough to 
teach graiisy let it be counteracted, as it natural- 
ly ought, by equal zeal on the part of Protes- 
tants. Let them teach gratis also, and mvite 
the children of Papists ; and do not be like the 
dog in the manger, neither do so good a deed 
themselves, nor suffer others to do it.*^ 

'* To conclude ; letnis not terrify onrselvosi 
and especially into acts of inhumanity aadwicic- 
edness, 'by mere chimeras of our own brain. 
Let us strictly adhere to the golden rule of the 
gospel, a rule of universal application ; viz. to 
do to <$U others as we would that they should do 
to us. Let us consider how we would wish to 
be treated in Popish countries, and make that 
the rule of our conduct to Papists in this. Let 
us by all means ever do what is right and good, 
and trust in the Providence o£God for all coar^ 
secjiuencesj* 



THE END: 

Wilks, Grqftan ^ Co. FritUers,, Birmingham, 
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